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Good Morning! 
 
Memorial Day - Parish and School - Closed 
 
Per Fr. Gillespie, please pray for all those who perished while protecting our country - 
over a million lost since 1776 till today per the Memorial Day Concert broadcast last 
evening on PBS.  Please pray for them today. 
 
God of power and mercy, you destroy war and put down earthly pride. 
Banish violence from our midst and wipe away our tears, that we may all deserve to be 
called your sons and daughters. 
Keep in your mercy those men and women who have died in the cause of freedom and 
bring them safely into your kingdom of justice and peace. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen  
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church | 
USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  Today we celebrate a moveable celebration 
falling on the Monday after Pentecost, Mary, Mother of the Church. The title is not a new 
one. In 1980, Saint John Paul II, invited the faithful to venerate Mary as Mother of the 
Church. Even before that, on 21 November 1964, Saint Paul VI, at the conclusion of the 
third Session of the Second Vatican Council declared Mary as the “Mother of the 
Church”. And in 1975, the Holy See proposed a votive Mass in honor of the Mother of 
the Church, without it becoming a memorial on the liturgical calendar. 
 
Besides these recent dates, we cannot forget how much the title of Mary, Mother of the 
Church, was already present in the thought of Saint Augustine and Saint Leo the Great, 
of Popes Benedict XV and Leo XIII, up until Pope Francis when, on 11 February 2018, 
the 160th anniversary of the first apparition of the Virgin at Lourdes, he made this an 
obligatory memorial. 

3.  Quotes of the Day:   
 
~”Jesus honored her before all ages, and will honor her for all ages. No one comes to 
Him, nor even near Him, no one is saved or sanctified, if he too will not honor her. This 
is the lot of Angels and of men.”  St. Maximillam Kolbe 
 
~“As the moon, which stands between the sun and the earth, transmits to this latter 
whatever it receives from the former, so does Mary pour out upon us who are in this 
world the heavenly graces that she receives from the divine sun of justice.”  St. 
Bonaventure 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/052923.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/052923.cfm
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~“Hail, Mother of God and of us all, ‘heaven,’ where God dwells, ‘throne,’ from which our 
Lord dispenses all grace, ‘fair daughter, Virgin, honor, glory and firmament of our 
Church,’ assiduously pray to Jesus that in the day of judgment we may find mercy 
through thee, and receive the reward prepared by God for those who love him.”  St. 
John Chrysostom 
 
Holy Mary, Mother of the Church, Pray for Us! 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 



 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church 

One Mother, Two Motherhoods 

Mary mothered Jesus, Jesus then gave life to the Church with water and blood from 
His side, and the Church then mothers us into existence through baptism. Devotion 
to Mary goes hand in hand with devotion to the Church because both are mothers. 
Mother Mary gives the world Christ. Mother Church gives the world Christians. 
 
The metaphorical parallels between Mother Mary and Mother Church are 
spiritually rich and deeply biblical. Mary was understood by many early theologians 



as both the mother of the Head of the Church, Jesus, and also the symbol of the 
Church par excellence. Mother Mary is a virgin who conceived the physical body of 
Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit at the Annunciation. In a parallel way, 
Mother Church is the Mystical Body of Christ who gives every Christian rebirth 
through the power of the Holy Spirit received at Pentecost. Both Mary and the 
Church conceived through the same Spirit, without the aid of human seed. Mother 
Mary makes Christ’s body physically present in Palestine in the first century. 
Mother Church, in turn, makes Christ’s body mystically present through baptism 
and sacramentally present in the Eucharist, in every time and place. It was common 
for a baptismal font in early Christianity to be described as a sacred womb in which 
Mother Church gave her children life.  
 
The theological cross-pollination between Mother Mary and Mother Church has 
produced a field ripe for spiritual and theological cultivation. Christ is from 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, and Galilee. But He is most deeply from the Father. He is one 
Son but lives two sonships. Similarly, all Christians are born from one Mother 
expressed in two motherhoods: Mary’s and the Church’s. Mary and the Church, 
understood most profoundly, form one mother.  Both are the mother of Christ, but 
each mutually assists the other to bring Christ physically, sacramentally, and 
mystically into the world in all His fullness. Neither Mary nor the Church can 
exercise their motherhoods alone.  
 
Today’s feast, formally integrated into the Church’s calendar by the authority of 
Pope Francis in 2018, specifically commemorates Mary’s motherhood of the 
Church rather than her motherhood of God, a feast celebrated on January 1. Mary 
likely showed as much tender concern for Christ’s mystical body as it slowly 
matured in its native Palestine as she did for His physical body in Nazareth. Pope 
Pius XII perceptively noted Mary’s dual maternity in his encyclical on the Church: 
“It was she who was there to tend the mystical body of Christ, born of the Savior’s 
pierced heart, with the same motherly care that she spent on the child Jesus in the 
crib.” It is possible the Apostles held their first Council in about 49 A.D. in Jerusalem 
precisely because Mary still dwelled in the holy city. She was likely the young 
religion’s greatest living witness and pillar of unity. We can imagine her presiding 
over early Christian gatherings with reserved solemnity, nursing primitive 
Christianity just as she had Christ.  
 



Ancient pagans spoke of imperial Rome as a Domina, a divine female master. Rome 
was praised as a conquering mother who brought vanquished peoples close to her 
own heart, incorporating them as citizens into her vast, multicultural, polyglot 
realm. Other empires executed prisoners of war, exiled peoples, imposed a foreign 
culture, or displaced populations. Not Rome. Rome absorbed them all. The early 
fathers understood Mother Church as the successor to this Domina. In baptism this 
Mother does not release her children from her body but absorbs them, making 
them fully her own unto death. Since the early Middle Ages, feast days and 
devotions to the Virgin Mary have proliferated in Catholicism. Now Pope Francis 
has given the Church a feast to compliment that of January 1. The two 
motherhoods of Mary reflect one profound truth, that Christ approaches us in time 
and in space, in history and in sacrament, in mysterious and beautiful ways. In the 
words of Saint Augustine: “What (God) has bestowed on Mary in the flesh, He has 
bestowed on the Church in the spirit; Mary gave birth to the One, and the Church 
gives birth to the many, who through the One become one.” This is all cause for 
deep reflection. 
 
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church, you are the fairest daughter of Israel, chosen 
and prepared by God as the sacred vessel to replace Mother Synagogue with 
Mother Church. Eve approaches you like mother to daughter, old Eve to New Eve—
two mothers of souls both on earth and in heaven. 
 

Source: mycatholic.life 
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