Daily Parish Communication

May 25, 2023

Good Morning!
Novena to the Holy Spirit - Day Seven; Gift of Counsel

1. Today's Readings: Thursday of the Seventh Week of Easter | USCCB

2. The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus: As promised last week, today we present Pope
St. Gregory VIl (pope #158) on his memorial. Gregory (born Hildebrand) was a
courageous defender of the divine authority God entrusted to the Church and vigorously
sought to reclaim that authority. Confronting the Holy Roman Emperor was no small
task, but even his decrees of excommunication were meant to reform hearts and
reestablish God’s will for the Church.

3. Quotes of the Day: Pope St. Gregory VII

~"That it has pleased God to make Holy Scripture obscure in certain places lest, if it
were perfectly clear to all, it might be vulgarized and subjected to disrespect or be so
misunderstood by people of limited intelligence as to lead them into error."

~"l have loved justice and hated iniquity; therefore | die in exile."

~"We hold it to be far nobler to fight for a long time for freedom of the Holy Church than
to sink into a miserable and devilish servitude."

Pope St. Gregory VI, Pray for Us!
St. Joseph, Pray for Us!

Linda McCormick
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/lecturas/052523.cfm

Novenas to the Holy Spirit for the Seven Gifts ~ Day Seven

NOVENA TO THE HOLY SPIRIT FOR THE SEVEN GIFTS

The novena in honor of the Holy Spirit is the oldest of all novenas. Our Lord Jesus sent His apostles
back to Jerusalem to await the coming of the Holy Spirit on the first Pentecost. It is still the only
novena officially prescribed by the Church. Addressed to the Third Person of the Blessed Trinity, it is
a powerful plea for the light and strength and love so sorely needed by Christians.

HOW TO PRAY THE NOVENA

The particular prayer and meditation are said each day and followed by: Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory
Be 7x, Act of Consecration and the Prayer for the Seven Gifts.

ACT OF CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY GHOST

On my knees before the great multitude of heavenly witnesses I offer myself, soul and body to You,
Eternal Spirit of God. I adore the brightness of Your purity the unerring keenness of Your justice and
the might of Your love. You are the Strength and Light of my soul. In You I live and move and am. I
desire never to grieve You by unfaithfulness to grace and I pray with all my heart to be kept from the
smallest sin against You. Mercifully guard my every thought and grant that [ may always watch for
Your light: and listen to Your voice and follow Your gracious inspirations. I cling to You and give
myself to You and ask You by Your compassion to watch over me in my weakness. Holding the pierced
Feet of Jesus and looking at His Five Wounds and trusting in His Precious Blood and adoring His
opened Side and stricken Heart I implore You, Adorable Spirit, Helper of my infirmity, so to keep me
in Your grace that I may never sin against You. Give me grace O Holy Spirit, Spirit of the Father and
the Son to say to You always and everywhere "Speak Lord for Your servant is listening." Amen.
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Novenas to the Holy Spirit for the Seven Gifts ~ Day Seven

PRAYER FOR THE SEVEN GIFTS OF THE HOLY GHOST

O Lord Jesus Christ Who, before ascending into heaven did promise to send the Holy Spirit to finish
Your work in the souls of Your Apostles and Disciples deign to grant the same Holy Spirit to me that
He may perfect in my soul the work of Your grace and Your love. Grant me the Spirit of Wisdom that
I may despise the perishable things of this world and aspire only after the things that are eternal; the
Spirit of Understanding to enlighten my mind with the light of Your divine truth, the Spirit of Counsel
that I may ever choose the surest way of pleasing God and gaining heaven, the Spirit of Fortitude; that
I may bear my cross with You and that I may overcome with courage all the obstacles that oppose my
salvation; the Spirit of Knowledge that I may know God, know myself, and grow perfect in the science
of the Saints, the Spirit of Piety that [ may find the service of God sweet and amiable, the Spirit of Fear
that I may be filled with a loving reverence towards God and may dread in any way to displease Him.
Mark me, dear Lord with the sign of Your true disciples / and animate me in all things with Your
Spirit. Amen.

7th DAY OF THE NOVENA

Heal our wounds--our strength renew;
On our dryness pour Thy dew,
Wash the stains of guilt away.

The Gift of Counsel

The gift of Counsel endows the soul with supernatural prudence, enabling
it to judge promptly and rightly what must done, especially in difficult
circumstances. Counsel applies the principles furnished by Knowledge and

Understanding to the innumerable concrete cases that confront us in the
course of our daily duty as parents, teachers, public servants, and
Christian citizens. Counsel is supernatural common sense, a priceless
treasure in the quest of salvation. "Above all these things, pray to the Most
High, that He may direct thy way in truth."

Prayer

Come, O Spirit of Counsel, help and guide me in all my ways, that I may always do Thy holy will.
Incline my heart to that which is good; turn it away from all that is evil, and direct me by the straight
path of Thy commandments to that goal of eternal life for which I long.

(Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be 7x, Act of Consecration, Prayer of Seven Gifts)
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POPE ST
GREGORY VII

May 25th

On May 25 the Catholic Church celebrates Pope St. Gregory VII, who sought to
reform the Church and secure its freedom against the intrusion of civil rulers during
his 11th century pontificate.

Born in the Italian region of Tuscany sometime between 1020 and 1025, the future
Pope Gregory VIl was originally named Hildebrand. His father Bonzio is thought to
have been a carpenter or peasant farmer, while his mother's name is unknown. His
uncle Laurentius was the abbot of a monastery in Rome.

Sent to the school run by his uncle's monastery, Hildebrand entered a world of
discipline and fervent devotion. After his primary education, he entered religious
life as a monk. Hildebrand served as chaplain to his mentor John Gratian who had
a brief and turbulent reign as Pope Gregory VI.

In 1046 Hildebrand left Rome for Cologne along with Gratian, who was forced to
leave Rome and resign from the Papacy. After the former Pope's death in 1047,
Hildebrand left for France and spent more than a year in the monastery at Cluny.

During 1049 he made the acquaintance of Bruno of Toul, who would soon become
Pope Leo IX. Under his reign, Hildebrand was put in charge of a historic monastery,
which he rescued from structural and administrative ruin through a series of
reforms.



Hildebrand served Leo IX as an adviser and legate until the Pope's death in 1054.
While others considered him a possible successor to Leo, Hildebrand did not wish
to be elected, though he continued his work as an influential and respected cardinal
during several subsequent pontificates.

In April 1073, Hildebrand was finally elected as Pope Gregory VII. Though he still
did not want the office, his electors praised him as “a devout man ... mighty in
human and divine knowledge, a distinguished lover of equity and justice, a man
firm in adversity and temperate in prosperity.”

Overwhelming challenges confronted the new Pope — including scandalous
corruption among the clergy, a hardening schism between the churches of Rome
and Constantinople, and a struggle against civil rulers who claimed a right to choose
the Church's clergy and control its properties.

In March of 1074 Gregory promulgated a sweeping set of reforming decrees. These
met with widespread opposition, but the Pope stood his ground. The resulting
standoff pitted him against the German Emperor Henry IV, who sought to depose
the Pope when threatened with excommunication.

The Pope carried out his threat and declared that the emperor's subjects were no
longer bound to obey him as their ruler. The emperor was forced, in 1077, to come
before the Pope as a penitent, spending three days waiting in the snow before he
was received and given the conditions of his reconciliation.

Though temporarily reconciled, Henry was excommunicated for later attacks,
which included supporting a rival Pope and invading Rome. Gregory never gave up
his pontificate, but was forced to flee the city in 1084.

“I'have loved justice and hated iniquity, therefore | die in exile,” he proclaimed, just
before his death in Salerno on May 25, 1085. Remembered as a champion of the
Church's freedom against state intrusion, St. Gregory VIl was canonized by Benedict
Xlll'in 1728.

Source: catholicnewsagency.com
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