
Daily Parish Communication 
 

June 9, 2023 

 

 

Good Morning! 

 

Day 2 - Novena Prayer to the Sacred Heart | EWTN  (Each day it is the same Novena). 

 

1.  Today's Readings:  Friday of the Ninth Week in Ordinary Time | USCCB 

 

2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  St. Ephrem was a deacon and prominent Christian 

theologian and writer, who is revered as one of the most notable hymnographers of Eastern 

Christianity. He is counted as a Holy and Venerable Father (i.e., a sainted Monk) in the Eastern 

Orthodox Church, especially in the Slovak Tradition. He was declared a Doctor of the Church in 

1920. 

 

3.  Quotes of the Day:  St. Ephrem 

 

~“Do not look for the faults of your friend. Do not repeat the shortcomings of your neighbors in 

your talk. You are not the judge of creation. You do not have dominion over the earth. If you 

love righteousness, admonish your soul and yourself. Be the judge of your own sins and chastise 

your own transgressions. Do not inquire maliciously into what others do—for if you do, you will 

not lack troubles. Do not trust what your ear hears, for there are many deceivers. Do not believe 

empty hearsay, for false rumors are common." 

 

~"Although I am most sinful and unworthy, I ceaselessly knock at Thy door." 

 

~"My sins are a wall between me and Thy goodness.  Tear it down that I might approach Thy 

loving-kindness; pour out Thy love upon me and exalt me to Thy heights." 

 

St. Ephrem, Pray for Us! 

St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 

 

-- 

Linda McCormick 

St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 

1200 Cornelia Road 

Anderson, SC  29621 

 

Phone:  (864) 225-5341 

Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/novena-prayer-to-the-sacred-heart-311
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/f060923.cfm


 

On June 9, the Roman Catholic Church honors Saint Ephrem of Syria, a deacon, 
hermit, and Doctor of the Church who made important contributions to the 
spirituality and theology of the Christian East during the fourth century. 

Eastern Catholics and Eastern Orthodox Christian celebrate his feast on January 28. 
Ephrem is especially beloved in the Syriac Orthodox Church, and counted as a 
Venerable Father (i.e., a sainted Monk) in the Eastern Orthodox Church. His feast 
day is celebrated on 28 January and on the Saturday of the Venerable Fathers. He 
was declared a Doctor of the Church in the Catholic Church in 1920. 

In a 2007 General Audience on St. Ephrem’s life, Pope Benedict XVI noted that St. 
Ephrem became known as the “Harp of the Holy Spirit,” for the hymns and writings 
that sang the praises of God “in an unparalleled way” and “with rare skill.” 

Ephrem was born in the city of Nisibis in approximately 306. Traditions differ on the 
question of his family background, with some sources attesting that his father was 
at one time a pagan priest. Other sources suggest that his family either was, or later 
became, entirely Christian. 

Ephrem received baptism and began to consider the salvation of his soul more 
seriously. He embraced an ascetic lifestyle under the direction of an elder, who 



gave him permission to live as a hermit. Ephrem supported himself with manual 
labor, making sails for ships, while living in a remarkably austere manner with few 
comforts and little food. 

Ephrem’s spiritual director and friend, Bishop James of Nisibis, died in 338. Soon 
after, Ephrem left his solitude and moved to Edessa in present-day Turkey. 
Ordained as a deacon in Edessa, he was known for sermons which combined 
articulate expressions of Catholic orthodoxy with urgent and fruitful calls to 
repentance. 

The deacon was also a voluminous author, producing commentaries on the entire 
Bible as well as the theological poetry for which he is best known. Ephrem used 
Syriac-language verse as a means to explain and popularize theological truths, a 
technique he appropriated from others who had used poetry to promote religious 
error. 

Late in his life, the deacon made a pilgrimage to the city of Caesarea, where God 
had directed him to seek the guidance of the archbishop later canonized as Saint 
Basil the Great. Basil helped Ephrem to resolve some of his own spiritual troubles, 
giving him advice which he would follow as he spent his final years in solitary prayer 
and writing. 

Near the end of his life, Ephrem briefly left his hermitage to serve the poor and sick 
during a famine. His last illness came in 373, most likely from a disease he 
contracted through this service. 

When his own death approached, he told his friends: “Sing no funeral hymns at 
Ephrem’s burial … Wrap not my carcass in any costly shroud: erect no monument 
to my memory. Allow me only the portion and place of a pilgrim; for I am a pilgrim 
and a stranger as all my fathers were on earth.” 

St. Ephrem of Syria died in June of 373. Soon after his death, he was remembered 
in a public address by his contemporary Saint Gregory of Nyssa, who closed his 
remarks by asking Ephrem’s intercession. 

“You are now assisting at the divine altar, and before the Prince of life, with the 
angels, praising the most holy Trinity,” said Gregory. “Remember us all, and obtain 
for us the pardon of our sins.” 

Source: catholicnewsagency.com 
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