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Good Morning! 

 

Day 1 - Novena Prayer to the Sacred Heart | EWTN 

 

1.  Today's Readings:  Thursday of the Ninth Week in Ordinary Time | USCCB 

 

2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  Our next 2 popes are Celestine II who reigned less than 6 

months, and Lucius II who dealt with unrest in Rome and attempts to wrest it away from papal 

authority. 

 

3.  Quotes of the Day:  On the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

 

~"Our Lord Jesus Christ desires that we should, for sanctifying ourselves, glorify His all-loving 

Heart; for it was His Heart that suffered the most in His Sacred Humanity."   St. Margaret Mary 

Alacoque 

 

~"Do not let the past disturb you, just leave everything in the Sacred Heart and begin again with 

joy."  St. Teresa of Calcutta 

 

~"In the Sacred Heart every treasure of wisdom and knowledge is hidden. In that Divine Heart 

beats God’s infinite love for everyone, for each one of us individually."   St. John Paul II 

 

Sacred Heart of Jesus, Pray for Us! 

St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 

 

-- 

Linda McCormick 

St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 

1200 Cornelia Road 

Anderson, SC  29621 

 

Phone:  (864) 225-5341 

Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 

https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/novena-prayer-to-the-sacred-heart-311
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/060823.cfm


Popes of the mid 1100s, part 2 
 
166. Celestine II (1143-44) 
 
A native of Roman Tuscany whose date of birth is unknown, Guido Di Città Di 
Castello  died on 8 March, 1144. He was a disciple of Abelard, and added to great 
learning the reputation of a grave and upright priest. He was made cardinal in 1128, 
and in 1140 legate to France where he incurred the displeasure of St. Bernard for 
the protection he accorded Arnold of Brescia. He succeeded Innocent II, 25 
September, 1143, and at once lifted from France the interdict that his predecessor 
had inflicted because of the act of Louis VII in opposing his own candidate to the 
rightfully elected Bishop of Bourges. On the eve of a serious conflict with Roger of 
Sicily he died, after a short reign of about six months. 
 
Source: newadvent.org 
 
167. Lucius II (1144-45) 
 

Born at Bologna on an unknown date, Gherardo Caccianemici died at Rome, 15 

February, 1145. Before entering the Roman Curia he was a canon regular in 

Bologna. In 1124 Honorius II created him Cardinal-Priest of Santa Croce in 

Gerusalemme. From 1125-1126 he was papal legate in Germany where he took 

part in the election of King Lothair III in 1125, was instrumental in the appointment 

of St. Norbert as Bishop of Magdeburg in July, 1126, and helped settle the quarrel 

concerning the filling of the See of Wurzburg, after Bishop Gebhard had been 

deposed by papal authority in 1126. During the pontificate of Innocent II (1130-43) 

we find him three times as legate in Germany. In all these legations he loyally 

supported the interests of Innocent II, and it must be ascribed chiefly to his 

exertions that Lothair III made two expeditions to Italy for the purpose of 

protecting Innocent II against the antipope, Anacletus II. Towards the end of the 

pontificate of Innocent II he was appointed papal chancellor and librarian. He was 

elected and consecrated pope at Rome on 12 March, 1144, to succeed Celestine 

II who had reigned only five months and twelve days. 

The new pope took the name of Lucius II; shortly after his accession he had a 

conference with King Roger of Sicily at Ceperano early in June, 1144, for the 
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purpose of reaching an understanding with the king regarding his duties as a vassal 

of the Apostolic See. Roger's demands, however, were so extravagant that Lucius 

on the advice of his cardinals rejected them. The king now had recourse to arms 

and Lucius was forced to conclude a truce on terms that were dictated by Roger. 

In Rome affairs were even less promising. Lucius, indeed, had succeeded in 

dissolving the senate which had been reluctantly established by Innocent II and 

which had practically wrested the temporal power from the pope, but encouraged 

by the success of King Roger of Sicily, the republican faction now elected Pierleoni, 

a brother of the antipope Anacletus, as senator and demanded that the pope 

should relinquish all temporal matters into his hands. After vainly calling upon 

Emperor Conrad for protection, Lucius II marched upon the Capitol at the head of 

a small army but suffered defeat. If we may believe the statement of Godfrey of 

Viterbo in his "Pantheon", Lucius II was severely injured by stones that were thrown 

upon him on this occasion and died a few days later. He requested Abbot Peter of 

Cluny to send thirteen of his monks to Rome and upon their arrival gave them 

the monastery of St. Sabas on the Aventine on 19 January, 1145. He founded a few 

other monasteries in Italy and Germany and was especially well disposed towards 

the recently instituted Order of the Premonstratensians.  

Source: newadvent.org 
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