Daily Parish Communication

May 5, 2023

Happy Friday Morning!
First Friday Adoration following the morning Mass till 3:00.

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry and a movie tonight beginning at 5:30! Last one till the
end of summer!

1. Today's Readings: Friday of the Fourth Week of Easter | USCCB

2. The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus: As we finish the first millennium, we read about 2
more popes and briefly another antipope. Have you kept up with all these popes and
antipopes, saints and scoundrels?

3. Quotes of the Day:
~“A humble soul does not trust itself, but places all its confidence in God.” St. Faustina

~“The secret of happiness is to live moment by moment and to thank God for all that
He, in His goodness, sends to us day after day.” St. Gianna Molla

~“Hold your eyes on God and leave the doing to Him. That is all the doing you have to
worry about.” St. Jane Frances de Chantal

St. Joseph, Pray for Us!

Linda McCormick

St. Joseph Catholic Church & School
1200 Cornelia Road

Anderson, SC 29621

Phone: (864) 225-5341
Fax:  (864) 225-6432


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050523.cfm

Popes of the late 900s, part 2

138. John XV (985-96)

After John XIV had been removed by force, the usurper, Boniface VII, reigned
eleven months, dying in July, 985. A Roman named John, the son of a Roman
presbyter Leo, was then elected pope, and crowned between August 6 and
September 5, 985. A few later chroniclers and some papal catalogues give as the
immediate successor of Boniface another John, son of Robert, who is supposed to
have reigned four months, and is placed by a few historians in the list of popes as
John XV. Although this alleged Pope John never existed, still the fact that he has
been catalogued by these historians has thrown into disorder the numeration of
the popes named John, the true John XV being often called John XVI. At this time
the patrician John Crescentius, son of Duke Crescentius, with the help of his
adherents, had obtained entire control of the temporal power in Rome. According
to some chroniclers the ascendancy of Crescentius became so irksome to the pope,
to whom he even forbade access except in return for bribes, that John fled
to Tuscany and sought aid from the Empress Theophano, but allowed himself to be
induced by the promises of Crescentius to return to Rome. As a matter of fact, John
remained throughout his pontificate under the influence of the powerful patricius,
though he maintained friendly relations with the German court and with both
empresses—Adelaide, widow of Otto |, and Theophano, widow of Otto Il. The
pope’s mediation was sought by England in the quarrel between King Aethelred
and Richard of Normandy. The papal legate, Leo of Trevi, brought about between
the parties the Peace of Rouen (March 1, 991), which was ratified by a papal Bull.

A serious dispute occurred during this pontificate over the archiepiscopal See of
Reims, the pope’s interference leading at first to no definite result. Hugh Capet,
who had been raised to the throne of France, made Arnulf, a nephew of Duke
Charles of Lorraine, Archbishop of Reims in 998. Charles was an adversary of Hugh
Capet, and succeeded in taking Reims and making the archbishop a prisoner. Hugh,
however, considered Arnulf a traitor, and demanded his deposition by the pope.
Before the latter’s answer was received Hugh Capet captured both Duke Charles
and Archbishop Arnulf, and called a synod at Reims in June, 991, which deposed
Arnulf, and chose as his successor Abbot Gerbert (afterwards Pope Sylvester Il).
These proceedings were repudiated by Rome, although a synod at Chela had
sanctioned the decrees of that of Reims. The pope summoned the French bishops
to hold an independent synod at Aachen to reconsider the case. When they
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refused, he called them to a synod at Rome, but they urged the unsettled
conditions in France and Italy as a reason for not obeying this summons. The pope
then sent Abbot Leo of St. Boniface to France as legate, with instructions to call a
council of French and German bishops at Mousson. At this council only the German
bishops appeared, the French being stopped on the way by Kings Hugh and Robert.
Gerbert tried to exculpate himself at the synod convened on June 2, 995, but was
condemned and suspended until July 1, when a new synod was held at Reims.
Through the exertions of the legate, the deposition of Arnulf was pronounced
illegal. After Hugh Capet’s death (October 23, 996), Arnulf was released from his
imprisonment, and in 997 the Holy See secured his restoration to all his dignities.
Gerbert set out for the imperial court at Magdeburg, and became the preceptor
of Otto Ill. At a Roman synod held in the Lateran on January 31, 993, Bishop Ulrich
of Augsburg was solemnly canonized, an event which the pope announced to the
French and German bishops in a Bull dated February 3. This was the first time that
a solemn canonization had been made by a pope. John conferred many privileges
on churches and convents and was a patron and protector of the monks of Cluny.
In 996 Emperor Otto undertook a journey to ltaly to obtain imperial coronation
from the pope, but John died early in April, while Otto lingered until April 12
in Pavia, where he celebrated Easter. Source: newadvent.org

139. Gregory V (996-99)

Gregory V was born c. 970; died 4 February, 999. On the death of John XV the
Romans sent a deputation to Otto Il and asked him to name the one he would wish
them to elect in the place of the deceased pontiff. He at once mentioned
his chaplain and relation, Bruno, the son of Duke Otto of Carinthia and of Judith.
He was already (996) distinguished for learning, especially for his knowledge of the
dialects which were to develop into the languages of modern Europe. If possessed
of a somewhat hasty disposition, he was nevertheless a worthy candidate for
the papacy, and his election did honor to the Romans who elected him. This first
German pope was consecrated 3 May, 996, and his accession was generally hailed
with satisfaction. One of his first acts was to crown Otto emperor (21 May, 996).
Throughout the whole of his pontificate, he acted in full harmony with his imperial
cousin. Together they held a synod a few days after Otto's coronation, in which
Arnulf was ordered to be restored to the See of Reims, and Gerbert, the future
Sylvester Il, was condemned as an intruder. Unfortunately for himself and the
peace of the Church, he prevailed upon the emperor not to banish from Rome the
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turbulent noble Crescentius Numentanus, "of the Marble Horse". No sooner did
Otto leave Rome than Crescentius roused his adherents to arms and Gregory had
to fly to the north. Crescentius did not stop here, but caused an antipope to be
proclaimed in the person of the crafty Italo-Greek John Philagathus of Rossano,
who had artfully made a position for himself at the court of the Ottos and now took
the title of John XVI (997).

At a synod which Gregory had ordered to meet at Pavia, not only were Crescentius
and his antipope anathematized, but King Robert of France was threatened
with excommunication if he did not put away Bertha whom he had married though
she was related to him not only by spiritual relationship but by blood. After some
opposition, Robert finally vyielded, and, repenting of his misdeeds,
repudiated Bertha and espoused Constance. Gerbert, too, after having been
condemned by this synod also, abandoned the See of Reims, and was rewarded
with the See of Ravenna. Furious that the authority had been so flouted, Otto
marched upon Rome. Philagathus fled from the city and Crescentius shut himself
up in the Castle of Sant' Angelo. The emperor's troops pursued the antipope,
captured him, deprived him of his nose, ears, eyes, and tongue, and brought him
back to Rome. There he was brought before Otto and the pope, and publicly
degraded (998). Then, after being driven ignominiously through the streets
of Rome on an ass, he was transported to Germany, where he seems to have died
in the monastery of Fulda (1013). The castle of Sant' Angelo was next besieged,
and, when it was taken, Crescentius was hanged upon its walls (998). About the
year 997, Archbishop Aelfric came to Rome in order to procure his pallium, and to
consult the pope about replacing the secular canons, who then held
the cathedral of Canterbury, by monks, in accordance with the commission he had
received from King Ethelred and the Witan. As a mark of special honor, Gregory put
his own pallium on Aelfrie, and bade him put into his monastery at
Canterbury "men of that order which the Blessed Gregory commanded
Augustine therein to place". At the request of Otto, Gregory granted exceptional
privileges to many German monasteries, and in his company held
various synods for the regulation of ecclesiastical affairs. He had to threaten
with anathema Ardoin, Marquess of Ivrea, if he did not make amends for his
treatment of the property of St. Mary's of Ivrea, its serfs, and its bishop. Gregory V
was buried in St. Peter's "in front of the sacristy, i.e. on the Gospel side, near Pope
Pelagius". Source: newadvent.org
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