
Daily Parish Communication 
 

May 4, 2023 
 
 
 
Good Morning! 
 
Catholic Book Club at 3:00 or 6:30, Parish Office 
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Thursday of the Fourth Week of Easter | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  Where there is holiness and goodness, there is 
always a battle against it. The papacy, as we continue to see, has been no different and 
should not surprise us to see evil rearing its head against what God has created. Today, 
we look at 3 more popes and an antipope. 
 
3.  Quote of the Day:   
 
~"Every pious desire, every good thought, every charitable work inspired by the love of 
Jesus, contributes to the perfection of the whole body of the faithful. A person who does 
nothing more than lovingly pray to God for his brethren, participates in the great work of 
saving souls."   Bl. Anne Catherine Emmerich 
 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/050423.cfm


Popes of the late 900s, part 1 

135. Benedict VI (973-74) 

Benedict, Cardinal-Deacon of St. Theodore, a Roman and the son of Hildebrand, 

was elected as the successor of John XIII, who died 6 September, 972; but the 

necessity of waiting for the ratification of the Emperor Otho delayed 

his consecration till 19 January, 973. Nothing is known of his deeds, except that he 

confirmed the privileges of some churches and monasteries. The most striking 

event of his pontificate is the tragic close. He was seized and thrown into the Castle 

of Sant' Angelo by a faction of the nobility headed by Crescentius and the 

Deacon Boniface VII. There, after a confinement of less than two months, he was 

strangled by their orders, to prevent his release by Sicco, an imperial envoy, sent 

to Rome by Otho II.     Source: newadvent.org 

136. Benedict VII (974-83) 

Acting under the influence of Sicco (see above), the Roman clergy and people 

elected to succeed Benedict VI another Benedict, Bishop of Sutri, a Roman and the 

son of David (October, 974). His authority was opposed by Boniface VII (see below), 

and, though the antipope himself was forced to fly, his party followed fiercely in his 

footsteps and compelled Benedict to call upon Otho II for help. Firmly established 

on his throne by the emperor, he showed himself both desirous of checking the tide 

of simony which was rising high in the Church, and of advancing the cause 

of monasticism, which then meant that of civilization. In response to a request of 

the people of Carthage "to help the wretched province of Africa", 

he consecrated the priest James, who had been sent to him for the purpose. 

Though he did not die till about October, 983, our knowledge of his undertakings is 

not in proportion to the length of his pontificate.     Source: newadvent.org 

Boniface VII (antipope) 

A Roman and son of Ferrucius; was intruded into the Chair of St. Peter in 974; 

reinstalled 984; died July, 985. In June, 974, one year after the death of Emperor 

Otto I, Crescentius the son of Theodora and brother of John XIII, stirred up an 

insurrection at Rome, during which the Romans threw Benedict VI into the Castle 

of Sant' Angelo, and elevated as his successor the Cardinal-Deacon Franco, who 

took the name of Boniface VII. The imprisoned pontiff was speedily put to death by 
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the intruder. But in little more than a month the imperial representative, Count 

Sicco, had taken possession of the city, and Boniface, not being able to maintain 

himself, robbed the treasury of the Vatican Basilica and fled to Constantinople. 

After an exile of nine years at Byzantium, Franco, on the death of Otto II, 7 

December, 983, quickly returned to Rome, overpowered John XIV (April, 984), 

thrust him into the dungeons of Sant' Angelo, where the wretched man died four 

months later, and again assumed the government of the Church. The usurper had 

never ceased to look upon himself as the lawful pontiff, and reckoned the years of 

his reign from the deposition of Benedict VI in 974. For more than a year 

Rome endured this monster steeped in the blood of his predecessors. But the 

vengeance was terrible. After his sudden death in July, 985, due in all probability 

to violence, the body of Boniface was exposed to the insults of the populace, 

dragged through the streets of the city, and finally, naked and covered with 

wounds, flung under the statue of Marcus Aurelius, which at that time stood in the 

Lateran Palace. The following morning compassionate clerics removed the corpse 

and gave it Christian burial.   Source: catholic.com 

 

137. John XIV (983-84) 

After the death of Benedict VII, Bishop Peter Campanora of Pavia, earlier imperial 

chancellor of Italy, was elected pope with the consent of Emperor Otto II, and 

was crowned at the end of November or beginning of December, 983, when he took 

the name of John. On 7 December of the same year the young emperor, Otto II, 

died at Rome, prepared for death by the pope, and was buried in the vestibule 

of St. Peter's. When the antipope Boniface VII, created in 974 by  the Roman 

adherents of Crescentius, received at Constantinople news of the emperor's death, 

he returned to Rome (April, 984), and with the aid of his followers made Pope John 

a prisoner, threw him into the dungeons of the Castle of Sant' Angelo, and mounted 

the papal throne. After four months the unhappy John XIV died in prison on 20 

August, 984, either from starvation and misery or murdered by order of Boniface. 

Source: newadvent.org 
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