
Daily Parish Communication 
 

May 12, 2023 
 
 
Good Morning! 
 
St. Joseph School Butterfly Festival, Hall and School Yard 6:00-8:30 PM  
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Friday of the Fifth Week of Easter | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  Today’s martyrs, Nereus and Achilles, are not 
well known but have been honored together since the 4th century. 
 
3.  Prayer of the Day:   
 
~Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, pray for those in the military and armed forces throughout 
the world that they may always see God as their authority and obey God's orders first. 
Amen 
 
Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, Pray for Us! 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341 
Fax:      (864) 225-643 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/051223.cfm


Sts. Nereus and Achilleus 

So often we hear people or even ourselves 
excuse an action by saying "I was only following 
orders." But for Nereus and Achilleus this 
excuse could not stand in the face of the cross. 

Everything we know from authority about the 
two first- century martyrs comes from a 
testimony written by Pope St. Damasus in the 
fourth century and inscribed on a memorial 
tablet that commemorates their lives. But even 
this commentary comes 300 years after they 
died. 

Nereus and Achilleus were Roman soldiers of the Praetorian Guard (the emperor’s 
bodyguards) who were martyred at the end of the first century, and were said to 
have been baptized by St. Peter himself.  When they became Christians they gave 
up their posts which they saw as immoral and were exiled and then killed under 
the reign of the emperor Trajan. 

An epitaph written by Pope Damasus says the following: "Nereus and Achilleus the 
martyrs joined the army and carried out the cruel orders of the tyrant, obeying his 
will continually out of fear. Then came a miracle of faith. They suddenly gave up 
their savagery, they were converted, they fled the camp of their evil leader, 
throwing away their shields, armor, and bloody spears. Professing the faith of 
Christ, they are happy to witness to its triumph. From these words of Damasus 
understand what great deeds can be brought about by Christ's glory." 

St. Pancras, or Pancratius, was a Syrian boy of pagan origin who went to Rome and 
was converted to Christianity. He was beheaded in 304 at the age of 14 during the 
persecution of the Emperor Diocletian.  He is buried on the Via Aurelia in Rome and 
the church of St. Pancratius, which still stands today, was built on his grave in the 
fourth century. 

Saints Nereus, Achilleus and Pancras have been honored together on May 12 since 
the fourth century. 

Sources: catholicnewsagency.com and catholic.org 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=618
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