
Daily Parish Communication 
 

April 18, 2023 
 
 
 
Good Morning! 
 
Rosary Guild 12:30-2:00, Parish Office 
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Tuesday of the Second Week of Easter | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  While we have detailed records of many of the 
popes and of Church history, there are gaps where records were not well kept. These 
next several popes fall into this category as we don’t have dates of their births, some 
deaths and even the actual dates of their papacies.  
 
3.  Quote of the Day:   
 
~"I'm listening to the innovators who want to dismantle the Holy Sanctuary, destroy the 
universal flame of the Church, reject Her finery, make Her remorseful for Her historical 
past!  Well, my dear friend, I am convinced that the Church of Peter must take 
ownership of Her past, or else She will dig Her own tomb."  Pope Pius XII 
 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/041823.cfm


Popes of the late 800s and early 900s 
 
115. Romanus (897) 
 
Of this pope very little is known with certainty, not even the date of his birth nor 
the exact dates of his consecration as pope and of his death. He was born at Gallese 
near Civita Castellana, and was the son of Constantine. He became cardinal of St. 
Peter ad Vincula and pope about August, 897. He died four months later. He granted 
the pallium to Vitalis, Patriarch of Grado, and a privilege for his church; and to the 
Spanish Bishops of Elna and Gerona, he confirmed the possessions of their sees. 
His coins bear the name of the Emperor Lambert, and his own monogram with "Scs. 
Petrus". The contemporary historian Frodoard has three verses about him which 
argue him a man of virtue. It is possible he was deposed by one of the factions 
which then distracted Rome, for we read that "he was made a monk", a phrase 
which, in the language of the times, often denoted deposition. 
 
Source: newadvent.org 
 
116. Theodore II (897) 
 
Son of Photius. His pontificate lasted only twenty days; neither the date of his birth 
nor of his accession to the papacy is known; it is probable that he was pope during 
December 897. He reinstated in synod the clerics who had been degraded by  
Stephen (VI) VII, ordered the burning of the acts of resignation which they had been 
forced to tender, and formally recognized the validity of the orders conferred 
by Pope Formosus. He caused the body of the last-named pope, which had been 
thrown into the Tiber and cast ashore by a flood, to be reburied in St. Peter's. By his 
contemporary Frodoard he is said to have been beloved by the clergy, to have 
himself loved and promoted peace, and to have been temperate, and chaste, 
and charitable to the poor. 
 
Source: newadvent.org 
 
117. John IX (898-900) 
 
Not only is the date of John's birth unknown, but the date of his election as pope, 
and that of his death are alike uncertain. He became pope in the early part of 898, 
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and died in the beginning of the year 900. He was a native of Tivoli, and the son of 
Rampoald. Becoming a Benedictine, he was ordained priest by Pope Formosus. At 
this period factions filled the city of Rome, and one of them tried to force their 
candidate, Sergius, afterwards Sergius III, on the papal throne in opposition to John. 
Perhaps because he was favored by the ducal House of Spoleto, John was able to 
maintain his position, and Sergius was driven from the city and excommunicated. 
With a view to diminish the violence of faction in Rome, John, who is acknowledged 
to have been both intelligent and moderate, held several synods in Rome and 
elsewhere (898). In them the ghastly synod of Stephen (VI) VII was condemned, and 
its Acts were burnt. Re-ordinations were forbidden, and those of the clergy who 
had been degraded by Stephen were restored to the ranks from which he had 
deposed them. The barbarous custom of plundering the palaces 
of bishops or popes on their death was ordered to be put down both by the 
spiritual and temporal authorities. The Synod of Rome also declared itself for 
Emperor Lambert and against his rival Bérenger, and at the same time decided that 
the pope-elect was not to be consecrated except in the presence of the imperial 
envoys. This canon was decreed in the hope that it might lessen the evils caused by 
the Roman factions. A synod which John held at Ravenna decreed that steps should 
be taken to put an end to the deeds of violence which were being perpetrated 
everywhere. To keep their independence, which was threatened by the Germans, 
the Slavs of Moravia appealed to John to let them have a hierarchy of their own. 
Not heeding the hectoring letters with which some of the 
German bishops endeavored to dissuade him from hearkening to the Moravians, 
John sanctioned the consecration of a metropolitan and three bishops for 
the Church of the Moravians. On John's coins the name of the emperor (Lambert) 
figures along with his own. He was buried just outside St. Peter's. 
 
Source:newadvent.org 
 
118. Benedict IV (900-03) 
 
Benedict IV, a Roman and the son of Mammalus, became pope in the first half of 
900. His high birth, his generosity, his zeal for the public good are loudly 
commended by the contemporary historian Frodoard, who gives him the title of 
"Great". The principal historic act of his reign was his crowning Louis the Blind as 
emperor. He supported the decision of Pope Formosus, who had 
ordained him priest, in favor of Argrim's claim to the See of Langres, upheld the 
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cause of Stephen, Bishop of Naples, excommunicated the assassin of Fulk, 
Archbishop of Reims, and offered practical sympathy to Malacenus, Bishop 
Malacenus, Bishop of Amasia, who had been driven from his see by the advances 
of the Saracens. Fulda and other monasteries received privileges from him. He 
was buried in front of St. Peter's near the gate of Guido. 
 
Source: newadvent.org 
 
 
119. Leo V (903) 
 
Very little is known of him. We have no certainty either as to when he was elected 
or as to exactly how long he reigned. It is highly probable that he was pope during 
August, 903. He was a native of Priapi, a small place in the district of Ardea. When 
chosen he was not one of the cardinal-priests of Rome, but was attached to some 
church outside the City. Hence, in contemporary catalogues of the popes he is 
called a presbiter forensis. Auxilius, a writer of the time, says that he held "the 
rudder of the Holy Roman Church" for thirty days, and that "he was a man 
of God and of praiseworthy life and holiness." Except that he issued 
a Bull exempting the canons of Bologna from the payment of taxes, we know of 
nothing that he did as pope. The circumstances of his death are as obscure as those 
of his life. After a pontificate of somewhat over a month he was seized by 
Christopher, Cardinal-Priest of St. Damasus, and cast into prison. The intruder 
promptly seated himself in the chair of Peter, but was soon after displaced 
by Sergius III. According to one authority, Sergius took "pity" on the 
two imprisoned pontiffs, and caused them both to be put to death. However, it 
seems more likely that Leo died a natural death in prison or in a monastery. 
 
Source: newadvent.org 
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