
Daily Parish Communication 
 

March 8, 2023 
 
 
 
Good Morning! 
 
Adoration following the morning Mass till 4:00 PM 
First Communion Parents Meeting 6:30-8:30 PM 
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Wednesday of the Second Week of Lent | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  Today we share the life and an excerpt of a 
writing by St. John of God. Kidnapped at age 8, he later left aside his morals. Near 
death twice, he returned home and recovered a life of faith and service to the poor and 
needy. 
 
3.  Quotes of the Day:  St. John of God 
 
~"Labor without stopping; do all the good works you can while you still have the time." 
 
St. John of God, Pray for Us! 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/030823.cfm


Christ is Faithful and Provides All Things 

“If we kept before us the mercy of God, we would never be deficient in doing good, 
while strength was in us. For, when we make over to the poor, out of the love of 
God, what he himself has given us, his promise is that we shall receive a 
hundredfold in eternal happiness. That indeed is a fortunate and happy way of 
gaining a profit! Who will not give over whatever he has to this best of merchants! 
He administers our business himself, and begs us with outstretched arms to turn to 
him and weep for our sins, and become servants in love, first for ourselves, and 
then for our neighbor. For just as water extinguishes a fire, just so does charity blot 
out our sins. So many people come here that I very often wonder how they can 
possibly be provided for. But Jesus Christ provides all things and feeds everyone. 
Many of the poor come into this house of God because the city of Granada is large 
and very cold, especially now in winter. There are now more than one hundred and 
ten people living in this house, including the sick, the healthy, the servants and 
pilgrims. Because the house is open to everyone, it takes in all manner of sick 
people. There are people with useless limbs, the maimed, the lepers, the dumb, 
the insane, paralytics, and some who are suffering from cancer. Others are afflicted 
with senility, and there are many children, as well as the innumerable travelers and 
pilgrims who arrive here, and whom we provide with fire, salt and water, as well as 
pots to cook their food. There is no charge made for all this, but Christ is our 
provider. 

So, I am working here in debt, and I am a captive for the sake of Jesus Christ. Often 
I owe so much that I dare not go out in case I am seized for my debts. And when I 
see so many of my brethren in poverty, and my neighbors suffering beyond their 
strength, and oppressed in mind or body by so many cares, and am unable to help 
them, it causes me exceeding sorrow. But I trust in Christ who knows my heart. 
Then I say, ‘Accursed is the man who puts his trust in men, and not in Christ alone. 
You will be separated from men, whether you like it or not. But Christ is faithful and 
is with us always, and he provides all things. We are right to give him thanks. 
Amen.”  

Source: vatican.va 

 

 



 

 

The Catholic Church celebrates the extraordinary life of St. John of God on March 
8. The saint lived through decades of sin and suffering before a profound 
conversion that led him to embrace poverty, humility and charity. 

John was born in Portugal during the year 1495 to middle-class parents. Tragically, 
at the age of 8, he was kidnapped by a stranger and was later abandoned to 
homelessness in a remote part of Spain. 

He worked as a shepherd until age 22, when the opportunity came along for him 
to join the army of the Holy Roman Emperor Charles V. This apparent stroke of 
fortune, however, would eventually lead John into greater misery. 

For the next 18 years, John lived and fought among the emperor's foot soldiers, 
first against the French and later the Turks. His morals began to decline, as he 
completely abandoned the piety of his earliest youth for a greedy and brutal way 
of life. 

John's conscience was occasionally troubled, particularly by the memories of his 
early years before he was taken from his parents. And despite falling into a lifestyle 
of violence and plundering, he had a certain weakness for those who were poor or 
in extreme distress, and would give alms to them. 



He was narrowly saved on two occasions from what seemed like certain death – 
once after instinctively uttering a prayer to the Virgin Mary after falling wounded 
in enemy territory; and again, when he was falsely suspected of theft and nearly 
executed but for another soldier's intervention. 

Events such as these weighed heavily upon him, and when his regiment was 
disbanded he decided to amend his life – beginning with a pilgrimage to Spain's 
Santiago de Compostela Cathedral along the “Way of St. James.” There, he 
confessed his sins and committed himself to living a life of repentance. 

Soon after this, he returned to Portugal and discovered what had become of his 
parents. His mother had died, brokenhearted, after the loss of her son, after which 
his father had become a Franciscan monk. 

At age 42, John returned to Spain and picked up nearly where he had left off 20 
years before, working again as a shepherd. This time, however, he was committed 
to living out the faith in God that he had regained. 

He traveled briefly to North Africa, seeking to help Christians there who had been 
enslaved by Muslims. Eventually, however, he returned to Spain and settled for a 
time in the occupation of selling religious books and other goods, always 
encouraging his customers to live their faith sincerely. St. John of God's later 
reputation as the patron saint of booksellers derives from this period of his life. 

Later, however, he felt compelled to give himself entirely to the service of the poor, 
sick, and vulnerable. He opened his house to them – allowing it to become a 
combined hospital, homeless shelter, and halfway-house, run entirely by John 
himself. When he was not bandaging wounded occupants or breaking up fights 
between them, he would go out begging on their behalf. 

The Bishop of Granada approved his work, and gave him the name “John of God.” 
A group of volunteers came to accompany him in his work, many of whom had first 
come to him while in dire need themselves. 

Others, who resented his work, assaulted John's reputation by focusing on his past 
sins – but John, unfazed in his humility, would acknowledge the truth of what was 
said, as a testament to God's grace in his life. He once offered to pay a woman to 
tell the entire city what she had been saying about him in private. 



John served the sick and poor for 15 years before meeting his death through an act 
of charity. He jumped into a freezing river and managed to save a drowning man, 
but came home shivering and weakened from the ordeal. He lay down in one of his 
own hospital beds, where his condition further declined. 

The Bishop of Granada came to administer the last rites. As the bishop prepared 
him for death, John expressed a number of anxieties. 

“There are three things that make me uneasy,” he said. “The first is that I have 
received so many graces from God, and have not recognized them, and have repaid 
them with so little of my own.” 

“The second is that after I am dead, I fear lest the poor women I have rescued, and 
the poor sinners I have reclaimed, may be treated badly.” 

“The third is that those who have trusted me with money, and whom I have not 
fully repaid, may suffer loss on my account.” 

The bishop, however, assured him that he had nothing to fear. John then asked to 
be alone, and summoned his last strength to rise from bed and kneel before a 
crucifix. 

He died in prayer, with his face pressed against the figure of Christ, on the night of 
March 7, 1550. St. John of God was canonized in 1690, and has become the patron 
of hospitals and the dying. 

Source: catholicnewsagency.com 

 


	March 8 2023 Daily Parish Communication.pdf
	Christ is Faithful and Provides All Things
	St John of God 2023

