
Daily Parish Communication 
 

March 27, 2023  
 
 
 
Good Morning! 
 
Monday Mass at 5:30 pm 
 
Parish Mission Session 2 - Wonderful presentation last night!  Please come to 
hear Mr. Jack Rigert - you will learn something!  
How am I to Live? Freedom for Happiness and Finding True Love 
10:00 – 11:00 am or 7:00-8:00 pm. 
 
Knights of Columbus Officers Meeting (Hall)  4:30 – 6:30pm 
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Monday of the Fifth Week of Lent | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  We move along with our history of the popes with 
#104, St. Leo IV and #105, Benedict III. Because of a legend that still surfaces about a 
“popess” that reigned in between these 2 men, we will cover tomorrow the “legend of 
Pope Joan”. 
 
3.  Quote of the Day:   
 
~"When uncertain about God’s will, it is very important that we tell ourselves: ‘Even if 
there are aspects of God’s will that escape me, there are always others that I know for 
sure and can invest in without any risk, knowing that this investment always pays 
dividends.’ These certainties include fulfilling the duties of our state in life and practicing 
the essential points of every Christian vocation. There is a defect here that needs to be 
recognized and avoided: finding ourselves in darkness about God’s will on an important 
question . . . we spend so much time searching and doubting or getting discouraged, 
that we neglect things that are God’s will for us every day, like being faithful to prayer, 
maintaining trust in God, loving the people around us here and now. Lacking answers 
about the future, we should prepare to receive them by living today to the full.”   Fr. 
Jacques Philippe 
 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/032723.cfm


Popes of the mid 800s, part 2 

104. St. Leo IV (847-55) 

The universal Church celebrates the life of St. Leo IV on July 17. Both a Roman and the 
son of Radoald, Leo was unanimously elected to succeed Sergius II as Pope. At the time 
of his election, there was an alarming attack of the Saracens on Rome in 846, 
which caused the people to fear the safety of the city. Because of the tension of the 
situation, Leo was consecrated on April 10, 847 without the consent of the emperor. 

Leo received his early education at Rome in the monastery of St. Martin, near St. Peter's 
Basillica. His pious behavior drew the attention of Gregory IV, who made him a 
subdeacon, and he was later created Cardinal-Priest of the church of the Quatuor 
Coronati by Sergius II. 

As soon as Leo, much against his will, became Pope, he began to take precautions against 
a repetitious act of the Saracen raid of 846. He began a project to put the walls of the city 
into a thorough state of repair, entirely rebuilding fifteen of the great towers. He was the 
first to enclose the Vatican hill by a wall. In order to do this, he received money from the 
emperor, and help from all the cities and agricultural colonies (domus cultae) of the Duchy 
of Rome. The work took him four years to accomplish, and the newly fortified portion was 
called the Leonine City, after him. In 852 the fortifications were completed and were 
blessed by the Pope with great solemnity. 

It was by this Pope that the church of S. Maria Nova was built, to replace S. Maria Antiqua, 
which the decaying Palace of the Caesars threatened to engulf, and of which the ruins 
have recently been brought to light. In 850, Leo associated with Lothair in the empire of 
his son Louis, by imposing on him the imperial crown. Three years later "he hallowed the 
child Alfred to king [says an old English historian] by anointing; and receiving him for his 
own child by adoption, gave him confirmation, and sent him back [to England] with the 
blessing of St. Peter the Apostle." 

In the same year, 853, he held an important synod in Rome, in which various decrees were 
passed for the furtherance of ecclesiastical discipline and learning, and for the 
condemnation of the refractory Anastasius, Cardinal of St. Marcellus, and sometime 
librarian of the Roman Church. Equally rebellious conduct on the part of John, Archbishop 
of Ravenna, forced Leo to undertake a journey to that city to inspire John and his 
accomplices with respect for the law. It was during his engaging endeavor to inspire 
another archbishop, Hincmar of Reims, with this same reverence, that Leo died. 



He was buried in St. Peter's on July 17, 855. He is credited with being a worker of miracles 
both by his biographer and by the Patriarch Photius. His name is found in the Roman 
Martyrology. 

Source: catholicnewsagency.com 

105. Benedict III (855-58) 

The election of the learned and ascetic Roman, Benedict, the son of Peter, was a troubled 

one. On the death of Leo IV, Benedict was chosen to succeed him, and envoys were 

dispatched to secure the ratification of the decree of election by the Emperors Lothaire 

and Louis II. But the legates betrayed their trust and allowed themselves to be influenced 

in favor of the ambitious and excommunicated Cardinal Anastasius. The imperial missi 

endeavored to force Anastasius on the Roman Church. Benedict was insulted 

and imprisoned. Most of the clergy and people, however, remained true to him, and the 

missi had to yield. Benedict was accordingly consecrated and although his rival was 

condemned by a synod, he leniently admitted him to lay communion.  

Owing to dissensions and attacks from without, the kingdom of the Franks was in disorder, 

and the Church within its borders was oppressed. Benedict wrote to the Frankish bishops, 

attributing much of the misery in the empire to their silence. To lessen its internal evils, 

he endeavored to curb the powerful subdeacon Hubert, (who was the brother-in-law of 

Lothaire II) and who defied the laws of God and man till he was slain. In an appeal made 

to Benedict from the East, he held the balance fair between St. Ignatius, Patriarch of 

Constantinople, and Gregory, Bishop of Syracuse. He was visited by the Ango-Saxon King 

Ethelwulf with his famous son Alfred, and completed the restoration of the Schola 

Anglorum, destroyed by fire in 847. He continued the work of repairing the damage done 

to the churches in Rome by the Saracen raid of 846. He was buried near the principal gate 

of St. Peter's.  

One of his coins proves there was no Pope Joan between Leo IV and himself. 

Source: newadvent.org, Catholic encyclopedia 

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09159a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04670a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09118a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05678a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07424b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12430a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04049b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04276a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06238a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03744a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06238a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02581b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14320a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09071a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11549a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02581b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14395b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13164a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10424a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03071a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13369b.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11152a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08407a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09159a.htm
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