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Good Morning! 
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Lent | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  Our popes today include 2 saints and, in 
between, a short-lived pope. St. Leo III and St. Paschal I were both elected to the 
papacy unanimously. Stephen V reigned for only a short 7 months. 
 
3.  Quote of the Day:   
 
~“If we have faith and hope that, whatever the evil, God can make a still greater good of 
it—that wounds inflicted by the actions of another will not only be healed one day but 
will become a source of life and happiness far exceeding the evil that was done—
forgiving will be easier.”  Fr. Jacques Phillipe 
 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/032123.cfm


Popes of the Early 800s 

 

97. St. Leo III (795-816) 

Leo came from a modest family in southern Italy. He was elected to the office of St. 
Peter unanimously by the clergy of Rome following the death of Pope Hadrian. The 
papacy had dramatically changed over the 8th century, and many popes had 
separated themselves from the protection of the Byzantine emperors and their 
governors in Ravenna. Pope Stephen II had, in 754, sought the support of the 
Frankish king Pepin to defeat the invading Lombards. The pope would receive from 
Pepin the lands formally conquered by the Lombards, therefore creating the Papal 
States. The Lombards remained, and Leo soon found that he had other enemies 
within Rome, many of the aristocratic families of the city including relatives of the 
late Pope Hadrian who accused the pope of perjury and adultery. 
 
On April 25, 799, Leo was attacked while riding in a procession by a gang who 
sought to cut out his eyes and tongue. While Leo survived the attack, he was 
arrested by his enemies, deposed as pope and imprisoned in a monastery. Leo 
managed to escape north to the Franks, who refused to accept the deposition. Leo 
was escorted back to Rome where the Franks began an investigation both of the 
charges against the pope and the attack upon his person. Emperor Charlemagne 
arrived in Rome in November 800 to review the charges in solemn council. The 
emperor stated that no one on earth could judge the Apostolic See, but he accepted 
the pope's statement of innocence after Leo took an oath purging himself of all 
charges on December 23rd. 
 
At Christmas Mass at St. Peters some two days later, Leo crowned Charlemagne as 
Holy Roman Emperor, giving Charlemagne equal status with the Byzantine 
emperors in Constantinople. This relationship provided protection for the Holy See 
and allowed Leo to administer the Papal States, bestowed several decades earlier 
by Pepin. However, Charlemagne extracted a high price for his support, often 
interfering in the work of the church and expecting Leo's tacit approval in all things. 
Leo began a building program in Rome, restoring and embellishing churches. A 
great apse was added to Santa Susanna and a magnificent Byzantine mosaic was 
installed in the apse, depicting both Leo and Charlemagne. Leo died on June 12, 
816 and was buried in the old Constantinian basilica of St. Peter. Leo is listed as a 
saint based on the miracle of his restored eyes and tongue, following the attack on 
his person in 799, his feast day is June 12. 
 
Source: catholicnewsagency.com 



98. Stephen V (816-17) 

Stephen, the son of Marinus, was of the same noble Roman family which gave two 

other popes to the Church. During his youth he had been patronized by Hadrian I 

and Leo III, the latter of whom had ordained him deacon. His virtues were 

celebrated, and he was elected pope and consecrated immediately after Leo’s 

death, about June 22, 816. He at once caused the Romans to take an oath to the 

Emperor Louis the Pious as their suzerain, and he sent notice of his election to him. 

He then went to France and crowned Louis. From that benevolent prince he 

received a number of splendid presents, and with him renewed the pact or 

agreement that had already existed for some time between the Franks and the 

papacy. Whilst still in Gaul he granted the pallium to Theodulf of Orleans, one of 

the emperor’s chief advisers. When returning to Rome he visited Ravenna, there 

exposing the sandals of Christ to the veneration of the faithful, and he brought back 

with him a number of exiles whom political reasons had sent into exile during the 

pontificate of Leo III. He was buried in St. Peter’s. 

Source: catholic.com 

99. St. Paschal I (817-24) 

Paschal was the son of a Roman named Bonosus. While still young he joined the 

Roman clergy and was taken into the Lateran Palace where he was instructed in the 

Divine Service and the Holy Scripture. Leo III having appointed him superior of the 

monastery of St. Stephen near the Basilica of St. Peter in the Vatican, he took care 

of the pilgrims who came to Rome. On the death of Stephen IV Paschal was 

unanimously chosen as his successor. On the following day he was consecrated and 

enthroned. He entered into relations with Emperor Louis, sending him several 

ambassadors in rapid succession. In 817 he received from the emperor a document, 

“Pactum Ludovicianum”, confirming the rights and possessions of the Holy See. This 

document with later amendments is still extant. Paschal remained on friendly terms 

with the Frankish nobility and sent a special legation with rich gifts to the marriage 

of King Lothair I, son of Emperor Louis. In spring, 823, Lothair went to Rome and on 

April 5 he was solemnly crowned emperor by Paschal. Although the pope himself 

opposed the sovereignty of the Frankish emperors over Rome and Roman territory, 

high officials in the papal palace, at the head of the party which supported 

the Franks, advocated the supremacy of the emperor. Shortly after the departure 

of King Lothair in 823, both these officials were blinded and killed by the pope’s 

servants. Paschal himself was accused of being the originator of this deed, but he 

cleared himself of suspicion by an oath. The ambassadors sent to Rome by Emperor 
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Louis to investigate the affair could not punish the perpetrators, as the pope 

declared the murdered officials guilty of treason. Paschal supported new 

missionary expeditions which went out from the Frankish Empire. He sent a letter 

of introduction to Bishop Halitgar of Cambria, and appointed Archbishop Ebo of 

Rheims as papal legate to the pagan countries in Northern Europe. In 814 under Leo 

the Armenian, the Iconoclastic controversy broke out with renewed violence in 

the Byzantine Empire. Theodore of Studium, the great champion of orthodoxy, 

wrote repeatedly to Pope Paschal, who encouraged him to persevere. At the same 

time Theodosius of Constantinople, unlawfully made patriarch by Emperor Leo, 

sent a legation to the pope. The latter, however, remained loyal to the cause of 

Theodore of Studium, and dispatched legates to Leo to win him from the 

Iconoclasts, but without success. Numerous monks who had been driven out 

of Greece by Leo came to Rome where the pope received them kindly, assigning 

them places in the newly-erected monasteries, such as St. Praxedis, St. Cecilia, 

Sts. Sergius and Bacchus, near the Lateran Palace. Paschal was very active in 

completing, restoring, and beautifying churches and monasteries. The basilicas of 

St. Praxedis, St. Cecilia, and S. Maria in Dominica were completely rebuilt by him, 

The mosaics, which at that time ornamented the apses of these three churches as 

well as the chapel of St. Zeno in St. Praxedis, demonstrate today the deterioration 

of this art. In St. Peter’s he erected chapels and altars, in which the remains of 

martyrs from the Roman catacombs placed. He also placed the relics of many 

Roman martyrs in the church of St. Praxedis where their names are still legible. The 

discovery of the relics of St. Cecilia and companions, and their translation to the 

new church of St. Cecilia in Trastevere, are well described in “Liber Pontificalis”. He 

made great improvements in the choir of the church of S. Maria Maggiore. Paschal 

was interred in the church of St. Praxedis, and is honored as a saint on May 14. 

Source: catholic.com 
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