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February 28, 2023  
 
 

Good Morning! 
 

1.  Today's Readings:  Tuesday of the First Week of Lent | USCCB 
 

2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  We resume with our history of the popes as today we look at 2 
popes of the 680’s (part 1). It was under the pontificates of Pope St. Agotha and Pope St. Leo II that 
Monothelitism was finally ended. 
 

3.  Meditation of the Day:  Lord, That I May See! 
~ When Jesus was approaching the gates of Jericho one day, a blind man was sitting on the ground, 
begging for alms. He heard the sound of a crowd on the road and asked what was happening. He was 
informed that Jesus was passing. Then he experienced a sudden upsurge of faith and shouted out: 
"Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" The people who were in front rebuked him and told him to 
be quiet. But he cried in an even louder voice: "Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!" Then Jesus 
stopped and turned towards him. He gave orders that the man should be brought nearer to him. "What 
wouldst thou have me to do for thee?" He asked. "Lord," the blind man replied, "that I may see." Merciful 
as always, Jesus answered in a tone of command. "Receive thy sight, thy faith has saved thee." 
Immediately the blind man was able to see, and he followed Our Lord, crying out in praise of God. 
(Luke 18:35-43; Mark 10:46-52) 
 

Read the simple and vivid account of this incident in the Gospel. Meditate on the infinite goodness of 
Jesus, Who is always ready to come to our relief. Meditate also on the lively and spontaneous faith of 
this poor blind man. If our faith were of the same quality as his, we could obtain everything we asked 
from God. 

 

~ Spiritually, we are all blind to a greater or less extent. Do we understand the infinite truth, beauty and 
goodness of God, in Whom our true happiness consists? Do we understand the emptiness of the world, 
despite the glory of its transient beauty which can never satisfy our hearts? Do we understand our own 
nothingness and our dependence on God for light and grace? If we understood all this, then the scales 
of our spiritual blindness would fall from our eyes. Our faith would be even purer and more heartfelt 
than that of the poor blind man of Jericho. If we do not possess this lively faith and our eyes are dazzled 
by the glittering vanities of the world, let us turn to Jesus and beseech Him: “Lord, that I may see!” Only 
the light which comes from You is the true light which illumines every man who comes into this 
world."(John 1:9) 
~ The restlessness and the intensity of living make us see things as different from what they are. But 
one day the veil of the temple will be rent asunder before our frightened eyes and eternal light will break 
upon us. Then we shall be blind no longer, but we shall see everything in the light of eternity. Let us 
place ourselves now in the state in which we should like to find ourselves at that moment. Let us 
consider ourselves and everything else in the light of eternity. Then our blindness will disappear. Since 
we shall see everything in God's way we shall direct all our thoughts and actions towards 
Him.  Source:  Antonio Cardinal Bacci 
 

St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022823.cfm


Popes of the 680’s, Part 1 

79. St. Agatho (678-81) 

St. Agatho was born towards the end of the sixth century in Sicily. It is generally 

believed that Agatho was originally a Benedictine monk at St. Hermes in Palermo, 

and there is good authority that he was more than 100 years old when, in 678, he 

ascended the papal chair as successor to Pope Donus. Shortly after Agatho 

became Pope, St. Wilfred, Archbishop of York, who had been unjustly and 

uncanonically deposed from his see by Theodore of Canterbury, arrived at Rome to 

invoke the authority of the Holy See in his behalf. At a synod which Pope Agatho 

convoked in the Lateran to investigate the affair, Wilfred was restored to his see. 

The chief event of Agatho’s pontificate is, however, the Sixth Ecumenical Council, 

held at Constantinople in 680, at which the papal legates presided and which 

practically ended the Monothelite heresy. Before the decrees of the council arrived 

in Rome for the approval of the pope, Agatho had died. He was buried in St. Peter’s, 

January 10, 681. Pope Agatho was remarkable for his affability and charity. On 

account of the many miracles, he wrought he has been styled Thaumaturgus, or 

Wonderworker. His memory is celebrated by the Latin as well as the Greek church. 

Source: catholic.org 

 

80. St. Leo II (682-83) 

Pope Leo II was a Sicilian. Though elected pope a few days after the death of St. 

Agatho (10 January, 681), he was not consecrated till after the lapse of a year and 

seven months (17 Aug., 682). Under Leo's predecessor St. Agatho, negotiations had 

been opened between the Holy See and Emperor Constantine Pogonatus 

concerning the relations of the Byzantine Court to papal elections. Constantine had 

already promised Agatho to abolish or reduce the tax which for about a century 

the popes had had to pay to the imperial treasury on the occasion of 

their  consecration, and under Leo's successor he made other changes in what had 

hitherto been required of the Roman Church at the time of a papal election. In all 

probability, therefore, it was continued correspondence on this matter which 

caused the delay of the imperial confirmation of Leo's election, and hence the long 

postponement of his consecration. The most important act accomplished by Leo in 
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his short pontificate was his confirmation of the acts of the Sixth Ecumenical 

Council (680-1). This council had been held in Constantinople against 

the Monothelites, and had been presided over by the legates of Pope Agatho. After 

Leo had notified the emperor that the decrees of the council had been confirmed 

by him, he proceeded to make them known to the nations of the West. The letters 

which he sent for this end to the king and to the bishops and nobles of Spain have 

come down to us. In them he explained what the council had effected, and he called 

upon the bishops to subscribe to its decrees. At the same time he was at pains to 

make it clear that in condemning his predecessor Honorius I, he did so, not because 

he taught heresy, but because he was not active enough in opposing it. In 

accordance with the papal mandate, a synod was held at Toledo (684) in which the 

Council of Constantinople was accepted. 

The fact that Ravenna had long been the residence of the emperors or of their 

representatives, the exarchs, had awakened the ambition of its archbishops. They 

aspired to the privileges of patriarchs and desired to be autocephalous, i.e. free 

from the direct jurisdiction of the pope, considered as their primate. As they could 

not succeed in inducing the popes to agree to their wishes, they attempted to 

secure their accomplishment by an imperial decree recognizing them as 

autocephalous. But this did not prove sufficient to enable the archbishops to effect 

their purpose, and Leo obtained from Constantine Pogonatus the revocation of the 

edict of Constans. On his side, however, Leo abolished the tax which 

the archbishops had been accustomed to pay when they received the pallium. And 

though he insisted that the archbishops-elect must come to Rome to 

be consecrated, he consented to the arrangement that they should not 

be obliged to remain in Rome more than eight days at the time of 

their consecration, and that, while they were not to be bound to come again 

to Rome themselves in order to offer their homage to the pope, they were each 

year to send a delegate to do so in their name. Perhaps because he feared that the 

Lombards might again ravage the catacombs, Leo transferred thence many of 

the relics of the martyrs into a church which he built to receive them. This pope, 

who is called by his contemporary biographer both just and learned, is 

commemorated as a saint in the Roman Martyrology on 28 June. 

Source: newadvent.org 
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