
Daily Parish Communication 
 

February 9, 2023  
 
 
Good Morning! 
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Thursday of the Fifth Week in Ordinary Time | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  The Church had 3 popes reign in the 10 years 
from 640 to 649: Severinus, John IV and Theodore I. All three battled against the heresy 
of Monothelitism. Monothelitism, or monotheletism is a theological doctrine that holds 
Christ as having only one will. The doctrine is thus contrary to dyothelitism, a 
Christological doctrine that holds Christ as having two wills (divine and human). 
 
3.  Quotes of the Day:   
 
~"Be not deceived, my brethren:  If anyone follows a maker of schism, he does not 
inherit the kingdom of God; if anyone walks in strange doctrine, he has no part in the 
passion.  Take care, then, to use one Eucharist, so that whatever you do, you do 
according to God: For there is one flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ, and one cup in the 
union of his blood; one altar, as there is one bishop, with the presbytery and my fellow 
servants, the deacons."  St. Ignatius of Antioch - Letters to the Philadelphians 
 
~"It is granted to few, to recognise the true church, amidst the darkness, of so many 
schisms and heresies and, to fewer still, so to love the truth which they have seen, as to 
fly to its embrace!"  St. Robert Bellarmine 
 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/020923.cfm


Popes of the 640’s 

71. Severinus (640) 

The date of Pope Severinus’ birth is not known. He was consecrated seemingly on 

May 28, 640, and died August 2, 640. Severinus, a Roman and the son of Abienus, 

was elected as usual on the third day after the death of his predecessor, and envoys 

were at once sent to Constantinople to obtain the confirmation of his election 

(October, 638). But the emperor, instead of granting the confirmation, ordered 

Severinus to sign his Ecthesis, a Monothelite profession of faith. This the pope-elect 

refused to do, and the Exarch Isaac, in order to force him to compliance, plundered 

the Lateran Palace. All was in vain; Severinus stood firm. Meanwhile his envoys 

at Constantinople, though refusing to sign any heretical documents and 

deprecating violence in matters of faith, behaved with great tact, and finally 

secured the imperial confirmation. Hence, after a vacancy of over a year and seven 

months, the See of Peter was again filled, and its new occupant proceeded at once 

to declare that as in Christ there were two natures so also were there in Him two 

wills and two natural operations. During his brief reign of 66 days, he built the apse 

of old St. Peter’s in which church he was buried. 

Source: catholic.com 

 

72. John IV (640-42) 

Pope John IV a native of Dalmatia, and the son of the scholasticus (advocate) 
Venantius. The date of his birth is uncertain; d. October 12, 642. At the time of his 
election, he was archdeacon of the Roman Church. As John’s consecration followed 
very soon after his election, it is supposed that the papal elections were now 
confirmed by the exarchs (the emperor’s representative) resident at Ravenna. 
Troubles in his native land, caused by invasions of Slays, directed John’s attention 
there. To alleviate the distress of the inhabitants, John sent the abbot Martin 
into Dalmatia and Istria with large sums of money for the redemption of captives. 
As the ruined churches could not be rebuilt, the relics of some of the more 
important Dalmatian saints were brought to Rome. John erected an oratory in their 
honor which still stands. It was adorned by the pope with mosaics depicting John 
himself holding in his hands a model of his oratory. John apparently did not content 
himself with palliating the evils wrought by the Slays. He endeavored to convert 
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these barbarians. Emperor Constantine Porphyrogenitus says that Porga, a prince 
of the Croats who had been invited into Dalmatia by Heraclius I, sent to an Emperor 
Heraclius for Christian teachers. It is supposed that the emperor to whom this 
message was sent was Heraclius I himself, and that the pope to whom he sent was 
John IV. 

While still only pope-elect, John, with the other rulers of the Roman Church, wrote 
to the clergy of the North of Ireland to tell them of the mistakes they were making 
with regard to the time of keeping Easter, and exhorting them to be on their guard 
against the Pelagian heresy. At about the same time, he condemned Monothelism. 
Emperor Heraclius immediately disowned the Monothelite document known as the 
“Ecthesis”. To his son, Constantine III, John addressed his apology for Pope 
Honorius, in which he deprecated the attempt to connect the name of Honorius 
with Monothelism. Honorius, he declared, in speaking of one will in Jesus Christ, 
only meant to assert that there were not two contrary wills in Him. John was buried 
in St. Peter’s. 

Source: catholic.com  

 

73. Theodore I (642-49) 

The date of Pope Theodore I’s birth is unknown. He was a Greek of Jerusalem and 

the son of a bishop, Theodore. His election as pope was promptly confirmed by 

the Exarch of Ravenna, perhaps because he was a Greek, and he was consecrated 

24 Nov., 642. Engaged throughout all his pontificate in the struggle against 

Monothelitism, he at once wrote to the Byzantine Emperor Constans II to inform 

him that he could not recognize Paul as Patriarch of Constantinople, because 

the deposition of his predecessor (Pyrrhus) had not been canonical. He then urged 

Constans to withdraw the Ecthesis. He also wrote to Paul and to the bishops who 

had consecrated him, to impress upon them the importance of securing the 

legal deposition of Pyrrhus, if the accession of Paul was to be recognized. If 

Theodore's vigorous action produced no result at Constantinople, it elsewhere 

excited strong opposition to Monothelitism. The Bishops of Cyprus, Palestine, 

and Africa expressed their loyal submission to his teaching in very striking 

language. Even the deposed patriarch Pyrrhus recanted his heresy before 

Theodore (645), but soon relapsed into his old errors, and was excommunicated by 
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the pope (648). Meanwhile, urged by the bishops of Africa, Theodore made 

another effort to reclaim Paul, but only succeeded in drawing from him an express 

declaration of his belief in the doctrine of one Will in our Lord. This brought upon 

him sentence of excommunication and deposition from Rome (649). To this Paul 

replied by barbarously ill-treating the papal apocrisiarii (or nuncios) at 

Constantinople. He also prevailed upon Constans to issue a new decree known as 

the Type (Typus). This document ordered the Ecthesis to be taken down and 

enjoined that in future there was to be no more discussion on the doctrine of one 

or two Wills or Operations. The Type was promptly condemned "by the whole 

West" in general, and specifically by Theodore's successor ( St. Martin I ), but it is 

not certain whether Theodore lived long enough to anathematize it. This energetic 

pontiff, who was good to the poor of Rome, and a benefactor of its churches, was 

buried in St. Peter's, 14 May, 649. 

Source: catholic.org 
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