
Daily Parish Communication 
 

 
February 6, 2023 
 
 
Good Morning! 
 
In February, the Diocese of Charleston annually runs their annual appeal for donations.  This year the 
campaign is called the Catholic Appeal of South Carolina - a statewide effort.  The goal for 2023 is 
$5,000,000. The link to the article is from the current Catholic Miscellany and written by Bishop 
Jacques Fabre-Jeune, CS.  More information will be presented towards the end of February from Fr. 
Gillespie.   Stewardship  is God's invitation to a way of life.  It helps us to overcome our selfishness 
and love of things.  Please prayerfully consider a donation this year.  
 
Annual Appeal is Redirected to a Statewide Effort | The Catholic Miscellany (themiscellany.org) 
 
~Special Notice:  There will be no Masses, Confessions, or Adoration on Tuesday and 
Wednesday this week as Fr. Gillespie will be attending the Diocesan Priest Convocation.   
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Memorial of Saint Paul Miki and Companions, Martyrs | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church,” is a quote 
from Tertullian, a prolific early Christian author and apologist from Carthage in the Roman province of 
Africa. Our memorial today is of St. Paul Miki and his companions—26 people who gave their lives for 
their faith in Japan in 1597. These first martyrs of Japan were then stabbed to death while hanging on 
their crosses, but the crowd who heard the testimony of Paul Miki and his companions would 
immortalize his words and use them to spread Christianity in Japan. 
 
3.  Quote of the Day:  Quote from St. Paul Miki's words as he hung on his cross: 
 
“The sentence of judgment says these men came to Japan from the Philippines, but I did not come 
from any other country. I am a true Japanese. The only reason for my being killed is that I have 
taught the doctrine of Christ. I certainly did teach the doctrine of Christ. I thank God it is for this 
reason I die. I believe that I am telling only the truth before I die. I know you believe me and I want to 
say to you all once again: Ask Christ to help you to become happy. I obey Christ. After Christ’s 
example I forgive my persecutors. I do not hate them. I ask God to have pity on all, and I hope my 
blood will fall on my fellow men as a fruitful rain.” 
 
St. Paul Miki and Companions, Pray for Us! 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 

https://themiscellany.org/annual-appeal-redirected-statewide-effort
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/020623.cfm


 

On Feb. 6, the Catholic Church honors the 26 Martyrs of Nagasaki, a group of native 
Japanese Catholics and foreign missionaries who suffered death for their faith in 
the year 1597. 

During the 16th century, the Catholic faith reached Japan by the efforts of the Jesuit 
missionary Saint Francis Xavier (1506-1552). Jesuit outreach to the Japanese 
continued after his death, and around 200,000 Japanese had entered the Church 
by 1587. 

Religious tensions led to a period of persecution during that year, during which 
many churches were destroyed, and missionaries forced to work in secret. But few 
episodes of martyrdom took place during this time, and within a decade 100,000 
more Japanese became Catholic despite the restrictions. 

During 1593, Franciscan missionaries came to Japan from the Philippines by order 
of Spain's King Philip II. These new arrivals gave themselves zealously to the work 
of charity and evangelism, but their presence disturbed a delicate situation 
between the Church and Japanese authorities. 

Suspicion against Catholic missionaries grew when a Spanish ship was seized off the 
Japanese coast and found to be carrying artillery. Toyotomi Hideyoshi, a powerful 
imperial minister, responded by sentencing 26 Catholics to death. 



The group was comprised of three native Jesuits, six foreign Franciscans, and 
several lay Catholics including some children. Sentenced to die by crucifixion and 
lancing, they were first marched 600 miles to the city of Nagasaki. 

During the journey they underwent public torture meant to terrorize other 
Japanese believers in Christ. But all of the 26 held out courageously, even singing 
the hymn of praise “Te Deum” when they arrived at the hill where they would be 
crucified. 

Three of the best-known martyrs of Nagasaki are Saints Paul Miki, John of Goto, 
and James Kisai. Though none were priests, all were associated with the Jesuits: 
Miki was training for the priesthood, while Kisai was a lay brother and John of Goto 
was a catechist preparing to enter the order. 

Paul Miki offered an especially strong witness to his faith during the group's month-
long march to Nagasaki, as he joined one of the captive Franciscan priests in 
preaching to the crowds who came to mock the prisoners. 

The son of a wealthy military leader, Miki was born in 1562 and entered the Church 
along with the rest of his family. He joined the Jesuits as a young man and helped 
many Buddhists to embrace Christianity. His last act of evangelism took place as he 
hung on his cross, preaching to the crowds. 

“The only reason for my being killed is that I have taught the doctrine of Christ,” he 
announced. “I thank God it is for this reason that I die. I believe that I am telling the 
truth before I die.” 

“After Christ's example, I forgive my persecutors. I do not hate them. I ask God to 
have pity on all, and I hope my blood will fall on my fellow men as a fruitful rain.” 

St. Paul Miki and his 25 companions were stabbed to death with lances on Feb. 5, 
1597, at the site that became known as “Martyrs' Hill.” Pope Pius IX canonized the 
Martyrs of Nagasaki in 1862. 

Source: catholicnewsagency.com 
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