
Daily Parish Communication 
 

February 2, 2023 
 
 
 
 
Good Morning! 

Breaking News....Groundhog Day - Another six weeks of winter -  

Heavy rain at dinner time - early grocery shopping!  Drive safe!  
 
Catholic Book Club, Parish Office at 3:00 and 6:30 
Consider joining the group during Lent.  Only one book a month is all and the content is 
religious based reading.  (They sure laugh a lot in those meetings)! 
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Feast of the Presentation of the Lord | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  This feast day celebrates both the Presentation 
of Jesus in the Temple, as well as the Purification of Mary, which was required by the 
Mosaic Law forty days after the birth of a child. The Church celebrates the feast of the 
Presentation of the Lord on February 2, also called Candlemas for the custom of using 
lighted candles. In the early Church it was often celebrated on February 14th, 40 days 
after the Epiphany, in keeping with the practice of celebrating Christmas on that date in 
the East. Among the Orthodox it is known as the Hypapante (“Meeting” of the Lord with 
Simeon). 
  
Quotes (if you need any): 
“In the mysterious encounter between Simeon and Mary, the Old and New Testaments 
are joined. Together the aging prophet and the young mother give thanks for this Light 
which has kept the darkness from prevailing. It is the Light which shines in the heart of 
human life: Christ, the Saviour and Redeemer of the world, ‘a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for the glory of his people Israel.’” – Pope St. John Paul II 
  
“… while we are still at the dawn of Jesus’ life, we are already oriented to Calvary. It is 
on the Cross that Jesus will be definitively confirmed as a sign of contradiction, and it is 
there that his Mother’s heart will be pierced by the sword of sorrow. We are told it all 
from the beginning, on the 40th day after Jesus’ birth, on the feast of the Presentation of 
Jesus in the Temple, so important in the Church’s liturgy.” - Pope St. John Paul II 
 
 
 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/020223.cfm
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3.  Quotes of the Day:  In honor of "Candlemas" 
 
~"Enlighten me, O Good Jesus, with the brightness of internal light, and cast out all 
darkness from the dwelling of my heart."  St. Therese of Lisieux 
 
~"Just as by melting two candles together you get one piece of wax, so, I think, one who 
receives the flesh and blood of Jesus is fused together with Him by this communion and 
the soul finds that he is in Christ and Christ is in him."  St. Cyril of Alexandria 
 
~"In faith there is enough light for those who want to believe and enough shadows to 
blind those who don't"  Blaise Pascal 
 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 



 

 

The Significance of the Presentation of the Lord 

Traditionally, the Church has set aside Feb. 2 in observance of the Presentation of 

the Lord – or the day in which Joseph and Mary presented Jesus to the priests and 

elders in the Temple. 

For years, this feast – which in the United States is only formally celebrated when 

it falls on a Sunday – marked the end of the Christmas season. In old days, the 

Presentation was often referred to as “Candlemas” and was celebrated by a candle-

lit procession into the church, signifying Christ as the “light of nations.” 

Known originally as the Feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin, the Feast of 

the Presentation of the Lord is a relatively ancient celebration. We know that the 

Church at Jerusalem was observing the feast as early as the first half of the fourth 

century, and likely earlier. 

According to Jewish law, the firstborn male child belonged to God, and the parents 

had to “buy him back” on the 40th day after his birth, by offering a sacrifice of “a 

pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons” (Luke 2:24) in the temple — thus the 



“presentation” of the child. On that same day, the mother would be ritually purified 

— thus the “purification.” 

St. Mary and St. Joseph kept this law, even though, since St. Mary remained a virgin 

after the birth of Christ, she would not have had to go through ritual purification. 

In his Gospel, Luke (2:22-39) recounts the story. 

Originally, the feast was celebrated on Feb. 14, the 40th day after Epiphany (Jan. 

6), because Christmas wasn’t yet celebrated as its own feast, and so the Nativity, 

Epiphany, the Baptism of the Lord (Theophany), and the feast celebrating Christ’s 

first miracle at the wedding in Cana were all celebrated on the same day. By the 

last quarter of the fourth century, however, the Church at Rome had begun to 

celebrate the Nativity on Dec. 25, so the Feast of the Presentation was moved to 

Feb. 2, 40 days later. 

When Christ was presented in the temple, “there was a man in Jerusalem named 

Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel.” 

When St. Mary and St. Joseph brought Christ to the temple, Simeon embraced the 

Child and prayed the Canticle of Simeon: “Now thou dost dismiss thy servant, O 

Lord, according to thy word in peace; because my eyes have seen thy salvation, 

which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples: a light to the revelation of 

the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32). 

Because of the words of the canticle — “a light to the revelation of the Gentiles” — 

by the 11th century, the custom had developed in the West of blessing candles on 

the Feast of the Presentation. The candles were then lit, and a procession took 

place through the darkened church while the Canticle of Simeon was sung. Because 

of this, the feast also became known as Candlemas. While the procession and 

blessing of the candles is not often performed in the United States today, 

Candlemas is still an important feast in many European countries. 

Source: catholicsteward.com 

Why is the Presentation of Jesus important? 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church (paragraph 529) teaches, 

 



The presentation of Jesus in the temple shows him to be the firstborn 

Son who belongs to the Lord. With Simeon and Anna, all Israel awaits its 

encounter with the Savior-the name given to this event in the Byzantine 

tradition. Jesus is recognized as the long-expected Messiah, the “light to 

the nations” and the “glory of Israel,” but also “a sign that is spoken 

against.” The sword of sorrow predicted for Mary announces Christ's 

perfect and unique oblation on the cross that will impart the salvation 

God had “prepared in the presence of all peoples.” 

It is also important to note that, as a poor family, the Holy Family gave an offering 

of a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons. However, the Lamb whom they 

brought to the Temple was the Lamb of God. 

Source: EWTN.com 
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