
Daily Parish Communication 
 

December 20, 2022 
 
 

Good Morning All, 
 
Well....All the activities finally caught up with me...I sent today's message only to myself.  For all the 

readers who have their coffee first thing in the morning with the message I apologize!   
 

~Please pray for the repose of the soul of Megan Saldanha.  Her funeral is today at 9:00.  Fr. Bart 
Leon  will be the celebrant. 
 

~If you are attending Christmas Mass this weekend and are able to assist the Usher Group it would be 
greatly appreciated.  Sign up on the Usher Door in the Narthex. 
   
~"The Church Ladies" will be decorating the church at 10:00 on Friday the 23rd.  Helpers are 
appreciated (men too)!  Please call Diane Yuravich if you are interested in helping the team out (203) 
231-2866. 
 

~Faith & Reason Class tonight in the Hall at 6:30. 
 

1.  Today's Readings:   Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Advent | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  On our 4th day we use the title Key of David for Our Lord. The 
article goes into some detail about the reason for this. 
 
Our prayer: 
 

Latin: O Clavis David, et sceptrum domus Israël, qui aperis, et nemo claudit, claudis, et nemo aperuit: 
veni, et educ vinctum de domo carceris, sedentem in tenebris, et umbra mortis. 
English: O Key of David, O royal Power of Israel, controlling at your will the gate of heaven: Come, 
break down the prison walls of death for those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death; and 
lead your captive people into freedom. 
 

3.  Quote of the Day: 
   

“Although he was the Son of God, Jesus Christ wished for the sake of our redemption to become one 
of us. He shared our human condition, making himself part of the world of his time, speaking the 
language of his country, and drawing on local life for the examples with which to illustrate his teachings 
of justice, truth, hope, and love. Today, his teaching spreads throughout the world.” – St. Paul VI 
 

St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/122022.cfm
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In the 8th century BC King Hezekiah saw troubled times. Sargon the Assyrian invaded. 

Sennnacherib invaded. You might know the poem of Byron: "The Assyrian came down like 

the wolf on the fold, / And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold...". They were 

saved by the Angel who smote the invaders with the plague and slew 185,000 in the night. 

Hezekiah instituted a religious renewal, which included the suppression of idolatry and 

polytheism which had grown up over time. Hezekiah, a descendent of David, is a 

foreshadow figure of Christ to come. Hezekiah cleansed the Temple. Hezekiah rose from 

a dire illness on the third day. Hezekiah gives the "key of David" to his steward Eliakim, all 

his authority, as an office to be handed on. 

In Isaiah 22:22: 

And I will lay the key of the house of David upon his shoulder: and he shall open, and none 

shall shut: and he shall shut, and none shall open. 

Government shall be upon his shoulder. 

In Matthew 6:19, when the Lord speaks to Peter near the source of the Jordan, we read: 

And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind 

upon earth, it shall be bound also in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, it 

shall be loosed also in heaven. 

David's key is again mentioned in Revelation 3:7-8: 

And to the angel of the church of Philadelphia write: These things saith the Holy One and 

the true one, he that hath the key of David, he that openeth and no man shutteth, 



shutteth and no man openeth: I know thy works. Behold, I have given before thee a door 

opened, which no man can shut: because thou hast a little strength and hast kept my 

word and hast not denied my name. 

Like the Philadelphians in Revelation 3, we must never deny the Lord. 

The Lord who came in history, will come again at history's end. To point the way to His 

return, He gave us a visible point of reference, someone to exercise His own authority to 

open and to shut, to bind and to loose. He gave us His Church with a Vicar in the person 

of the Apostle Peter and all of Peter's successors. The key is David's, which means, it is 

the Lord's. And that means that the one who has the keys, acts with Christ's authority, 

speaks with Christ's voice when he acts and teaches for the Church. 

When the Lord died on His Cross and rose again, He fulfilled the debt incurred in the sin 

of the whole human race. He ransomed "captive Israel", the new "Israel", those who 

belong to Him in His new covenant. The Lord descended to the place where the faithful 

dead awaited His coming and set them free. This is often depicted as the "harrowing of 

hell". When we are in mortal sin, we are already in an anticipation of hell. Christ can set 

you free through the sacramental confession of your sins to a priest, who unbinds your 

sins and forgives them with Christ's own authority. 

Source: catholic.org 
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