
Daily Parish Communication 
 

October 26. 2022 
 
 
Good Morning All, 
 
~Day 3: Novena for Holy Souls in Purgatory (attached) 
~EWTN tonight - What is America?  Dr. Anthony Rizzi with Fr. Mitch Pacwa 8:00 PM 
(Flyer attached) 
~ Public Service Announcement - Holidays are coming.  Be careful when 
shopping.  Especially ladies with their purses and coming and going to your car.   
~Last chance for selfies - Parish Picture Directory.  Contact Kate Edwards 
at kate.edwards@sjccs.net by tomorrow! 
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Wednesday of the Thirtieth Week in Ordinary Time | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  Have you ever heard of Pope St. Soter? We 
know a little about his life and accomplishments from documents and letters from that 
time period. Apparently, one of his great virtues was generosity. 
 
3.  Quotes of the Day:   
 
~Generosity inspires gratitude, and gratitude inspires generosity. God is generous to us 
and our generosity, as St. Paul tells us, gives proof of our gratitude towards God (2 Cor. 
9:11).  www.catholiceducation.org 
 
~In gratitude we are human; in generosity we are divine: "You received without pay, 
give without pay" (Mt. 10:8).  www.catholiceducation.org 
 
~"Dear Lord teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you deserve, to give 
and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for 
rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, save that of knowing that I do your will. 
Amen."  St. Ignatius Prayer for Generosity 
 
 
Pope St. Soter, Pray for Us! 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 

mailto:kate.edwards@sjccs.net
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/102622.cfm
http://www.catholiceducation.org/
http://www.catholiceducation.org/




Novena for the Holy Souls in Purgatory 

Our Catholic Faith teaches us the souls of the faithful departed must be entirely 

purified before they enter into eternal rest in Heaven. The souls of most people 

who have died in friendship with God must be purified in Purgatory. The holy 

souls in Purgatory are in great need of our prayers. You can pray the Novena for 

the Holy Souls in Purgatory for a deceased relative or friend. Or you can pray for a 

deceased group of people, such as victims of a natural disaster. Or you can use it 

to pray for all people who have died from a specific ailment. On each of the nine 

days of prayer, we meditate on the suffering that each and every soul must 

endure in purgatory and pray a prayer specific to that day. We conclude with the 

Prayer to Our Suffering Savior for the Souls in Purgatory, the Hail Mary and Our 

Father. 

Prayer to our Suffering Savior for the Souls in Purgatory 

   O most sweet Jesus, through the bloody sweat which Thou didst suffer in the 

Garden of Gethsemane, have mercy on these Blessed Souls. Have mercy on them, 

O Lord. 

   O most sweet Jesus, through the pains which Thou didst suffer during Thy most 

cruel scourging, have mercy on them. Have mercy on them, O Lord. 

   O most sweet Jesus, through the pains which Thou didst suffer in Thy most 

painful crowning with thorns, have mercy on them. Have mercy on them, O Lord. 

   O most sweet Jesus, through the pains which Thou didst suffer in carrying Thy 

cross to Calvary, have mercy on them. Have mercy on them, O Lord. 

   O most sweet Jesus, through the pains which Thou didst suffer during Thy most 

cruel Crucifixion, have mercy on them. Have mercy on them, O Lord. 

   O most sweet Jesus, through the pains which Thou didst suffer in Thy most 

bitter agony on the Cross, have mercy on them. Have mercy on them, O Lord. 

   O most sweet Jesus, through the immense pain which Thou didst suffer in 

breathing forth Thy Blessed Soul, have mercy on them. Have mercy on them, O 

Lord.” 

(As you pray for the Souls in purgatory, state your intention(s) here 



   Blessed Souls, I have prayed for thee; I entreat thee, who are so dear to God, 

and who are secure of never losing Him, to pray for me a miserable sinner, who is 

in danger of being damned, and of losing God forever.  Amen. 

Day 3 

Meditation/Reflection – Contemplate on one of the greatest torments suffered by 
those in purgatory. Each soul has to endure the hideous visions of their guilt, 
reliving each moment of their sinful act. In purgatory each sin feels like a burning 
flame within our very soul. 
 
Prayer: “My God! because Thou art infinite goodness, I love Thee above all things, 
and repent with my whole heart of my offenses against Thee. Grant me the grace 
of holy perseverance. Have compassion on me, and, at the same, on the holy souls 
suffering in Purgatory. And thou, Mary, Mother of God, come to their assistance 
with thy powerful intercession.” 
 
Followed by: Prayer to Our Suffering Savior, Our Father, Hail Mary 
 



 

Pope St. Soter was born in Fundi, in Italy. The date of his birth is unknown but we 
know that he was Pope for eight years from 166 until his death in 174. His name is 
derived from the Greek word “σωτήρ” (sōtēr), meaning a “saviour” or “deliverer”, 

Soter´s papacy was an example of what seems to have been the remarkable 
tradition of generosity exercised by the bishop of Rome. This tradition and Soter´s 
personal charity and paternal love for his universal flock can be evidenced from a 
letter to Pope Soter by Bishop St. Dionysus of Corinth, quoted in the 4th century 
“Ecclesiastical History of Eusebius”: 

“This has been your custom from the beginning, to do good in manifold ways to all 
Christians, and to send contributions to the many churches in every city, in some 
places relieving the poverty of the needy and ministering to the Christians in the 
mines, by the contribution which you have sent from the beginning, preserving the 
ancestral custom of the Romans, true Romans as you are. Your blessed bishop Soter 
has not only carried on the habit but has even increased it, by administering the 
bounty distributed to the saints and by exhorting with his blessed words the 
brethren who come to Rome, as a loving father would his children." (IV, xxiii, 9- 15) 

In the same letter of Dionysus we learn that Pope Soter had written a letter to the 
Corinthians which was read in the Church alongside the epistle of St. Clement and 
was held in high esteem. 



Though his kindness extended to all persons, he was a fierce opponent of heresy, 
having been said to have written an encyclical against Montanism – the teachings 
of a heretical sect which believed that a Christian who had sinned gravely could 
never be redeemed. 

Soter is known for declaring that marriage was valid only as a sacrament blessed by 
a priest and he also formally inaugurated Easter as an annual festival in Rome. 

He is buried in the cemetery of St. Calixtus. 

Sources: ucatholic.com and catholicnewsagency.com 
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