
Daily Parish Communication 
 

 
August 29, 2022  
 
 
Good Morning All, 
 
~Fr. Gillespie will be taking a few days off this week.  Therefore, there will be No Masses, 
Confessions, or Adoration services this week.  Mass will resume with the First Saturday Mass 
at 9:30 am on Saturday. 
  
~~For your information~~ We have had a great start to the new school year.  We have 100 students 
(plus or minus as everyone gets settled in their new schools)!  With this terrific enrollment, we have 
started a new policy for the Hall during the school day Monday -Friday from 7:30 to 5:00.  Please 
check in at the front desk of the school for a volunteer/visitor pass so we are aware of who is on the 
campus.  This is part of Safe Environment policies for the protection of the children.  This policy 
applies to everyone.  Thank you for helping us keep the smallest of our family safe!  Please share 
with your groups and friends! 
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Memorial of the Passion of Saint John the Baptist | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  St. John the Baptist is one of the three people remembered on 
the liturgical calendar celebrating both their birthday and their death. Today we honor his death, a 
well known story in the Gospels.   
 
3.  Quotes of the Day:   
 
~"He knew well that he would die as he was against the king but he preferred virtue to safety."  St. 
Ambrose 
 
~"As an authentic prophet, John bore witness to the truth without compromise.  He denounced 
transgressions of God's commandments, even when it was the powerful who were responsible for 
them.  Thus, when he accused Herod and Herodias of adultery, he paid with his life, sealing with 
martyrdom, his service to Christ, Who is Truth in person."  Pope Benedict XVI 
 
~"O Lord, grant that we may make straight your paths, as taught by Saint John the Baptist, who 
powerfully sealed his teaching by the shedding of his blood."  Word on Fire 
 
St. John the Baptist, Pray for Us! 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/082922.cfm


The Passion of Saint John the Baptist 
 

 

Saint John Vianney was so opposed to the dances held routinely in his small town 
of Ars that he dedicated a small chapel in his parish church to Saint John the Baptist. 
At its entrance was painted, perhaps somewhat tongue in cheek, a warning of the 
evil effects produced by lust and drink: “His head was the price of a dance.” Saint 
John the Baptist’s head was, indeed, the wage rendered by an older man for the 
satisfaction of watching a young girl dance at his birthday party. More remotely, 
however, John’s beheading was not caused by a suggestive dance. He paid with his 
head for poking the bear. John denounced King Herod Antipas, to his face, for 
divorcing his lawful wife and taking as his own Herodias, his sister-in-law, the wife 
of his still living half-brother Philip. (Convoluted family blood lines also made 
Herodias Herod’s niece.) John the Baptist died a martyr for marriage. 
 
Herod Antipas was a tetrarch—one of four rulers who co-governed ancient 
Palestine as client kings under the oversight of a Roman governor. Herod Antipas 
learned cruelty at home on his father’s knee. His father, Herod the Great, had two 
of his own sons strangled to death, murdered his favorite wife, and ordered the 



slaughter of all the male babies of Bethlehem. Herod Antipas’ imprisonment and 
execution of John was more aggressive than his restrained interaction, a few years 
later, with John’s cousin.  Jesus had called Herod a “fox” when some pharisees told 
Jesus that Herod was plotting His death. Pontius Pilate later sent Jesus to Herod for 
interrogation after Pilate determined that the Jew’s complaints about Jesus fell 
more under Herod’s jurisdiction than Pilate’s own. At this strange audience in 
Jerusalem between Herod and Jesus on Good Friday, Herod wanted Jesus to 
perform a miracle for him, as if Jesus were a mere magician who pulled rabbits out 
of hats. But Jesus said not a word to the man who killed His beloved cousin. Jesus, 
after all, did not come to provide bread and circuses to the curious. He performed 
miracles to elicit and to reward faith. So the fox sent Jesus back to Pilate for what  
happened next. 
 
Herod is to John the Baptist what Pilate is to Jesus. Neither Herod’s nor Pilate’s first 
choice was to order an execution. But cowardice and fear coalesced until 
commanding the death of an innocent man was more expedient than braving the 
ridicule and threats of subordinates. According to Saint Mark, “Herod feared John, 
knowing that he was a righteous and holy man…When he heard him, he was greatly 
perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him” (Mk 6: 20).  “[Herod] was deeply 
grieved” (Mk 6: 26) that he had to order John’s death. But he didn’t actually have 
to order John’s death. If he were truly grieved, he could have stood up in the midst 
of the happy crowd, said “I made a stupid promise which I now regret,” and granted 
Salome (her name is not found in the Bible) some other handsome gift instead of a 
blood-splattered plate. Herod beheaded a man to save face, to avoid 
embarrassment, and to avoid having to say, “I made a mistake.” 
 
The Passion, or Beheading, of Saint John the Baptist is one of the very oldest 
liturgical feasts on the Church’s calendar. John’s birth may be the oldest feast. 
Along with the feasts of Holy Week, the original event of John’s death is right there 
on the surface of Holy Scripture, and so likely was commemorated as soon as the 
Church started commemorating anything. John the Baptist’s colorful life on the 
edge of respectability came to an abrupt end due to the weakness of a weak man, 
Herod, and due to the revenge sought by the troubled conscience of Herodias, who 
despised John for mentioning the obvious. Saint Jerome writes that Herodias’s rage 
was not satiated by the grisly head of her tormentor on a platter, but that she 
rabidly stabbed the tongue which had indicted her even after it was silenced.  
 
Source: mycatholic.life 
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