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August 18, 2022 
 
 
 
Good Morning All, 
 
~Our Sunday Religious Education has added the opportunity for 4-year-olds to attend. 
Class time runs on Sunday mornings from 9:45-10:45 am. Please contact Jan Heithaus 
at the parish office (864-225-5341) for more information. 
 
1.  Today's Readings:  Thursday of the Twentieth Week in Ordinary Time | USCCB 
 
2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  Our next beatitude is “Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for justice”. There is so much to meditate on in each of these 
beatitudes and to then apply them to our lives. May we too become those who know 
and live these. 
 
3.  Quotes of the Day:  Fr. Jacques Philippe, The Eight Doors of the Kingdom  
 
~“…justice above all concerns a relationship with God. The just man, the “Tzadik”, has a 
true relationship with God, practices God’s law with love, fully corresponding to what 
God expects of him. Justice in this sense is nothing other than holiness.” 
 
~“…the thirst for justice is the ardent desire that God’s salvation be realized for 
everybody.” 
 
~“Hunger and thirst are images of desire for in what is most vital and essential. It is 
good to put this question to one’s heart: What is my deepest desire? What do I really 
hunger and thirst for? What desire is the principle of unity for my life?” 
 
St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 
 
-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 
Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/081822.cfm


Blessed Are the Meek For They Shall Inherit the Earth 

By Pope Francis 

Dear brothers and sisters, good morning! 

In today’s catechesis we will consider the third of the eight Beatitudes of the Gospel 
of Matthew: “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth” (Mt 5: 5). 

The term “meek” used here means literally sweet, mild, gentle, without violence. 
Mildness manifests itself in moments of conflict, as can be seen from how one 
reacts to a hostile situation. Anyone may seem meek when things are quiet, but 
how does one react “under pressure”, when attacked, offended, assaulted? 

In one passage, Saint Paul recalls “the meekness and gentleness of Christ” (2 Col 10: 
1). And in turn, Saint Peter recalls Jesus’ attitude in the Passion: He did neither 
responded nor threatened, but “continued entrusting Himself to Him Who judges 
justly” (1 Pt 2: 23). And Jesus’ meekness is seen strongly in His Passion. 

In the Scripture the word “meek” also indicates those who have no earthly 
property; and therefore it is striking that the third Beatitude says indeed that the 
meek “shall inherit the earth”. 

In reality, this Beatitude cites Psalm 37, which we heard at the beginning of this 
catechesis. There too meekness and earthly possession are placed in relationship 
with one another. These two things, if we think about them carefully, seem 
incompatible. Indeed, possession of land is the typical context for conflict: one 
often fights over a territory, to protect one’s hegemony over a certain zone. In wars 
the strongest prevails and conquers other lands. 

But let us look closely at the verb used to indicate the possession of the meek: they 
will not conquer the earth, it does not say “Blessed are the meek for they shall 
conquer the earth”. They will “inherit” it. Blessed are the meek for “they shall 
inherit” the earth. In the Scriptures the verb “inherit” has an even broader 
meaning. The People of God specifically describe as “inheritance” the land of Israel, 
which is the Promised Land. 

That land is a promise and a gift for the people of God, and becomes as sign of 
something much larger than a simple territory. There is a “land” – permit me the 



play on words – which is Heaven, that is the land towards which we walk: the new 
heavens and the new land towards which we go (cf. Is 65: 17; 66: 2; 2 Pt 3: 
13; Rev21: 1). 

So, the meek is he who “inherits” the most sublime of territories. He is not a 
coward, a “sluggard” who finds a fall-back morality to stay out of trouble. Not at 
all! He is a person who has received an inheritance and does not want to waste it. 
The meek is not an accommodating person, but he is the disciple of Christ who has 
learned to defend a quite different land. He defends his peace, he defends his 
relationship with God, he defends his gifts, God’s gifts, guarding mercy, fraternity, 
trust, hope. Because the meek are merciful, fraternal, trusting and hopeful people. 

Here we must mention the sin of anger, a violent reaction whose impulse we all 
know. Who has not been angry sometimes? We all have. We must overturn the 
Beatitude and ask ourselves one question: how many things have we destroyed 
with rage? How many things have we lost? A moment of anger can destroy many 
things; one loses control and does not evaluate what is really important, and one 
can ruin the relationship with a brother, sometimes without remedy. As a result of 
anger, many brothers no longer speak to each other, they distance themselves 
from each other. It is the opposite of meekness. Meekness brings together, anger 
separates. 

Meekness is the conquest of many things. Meekness is capable of winning the 
heart, saving friendships and much more, because people anger but then they calm 
down, think about it and go back over their footsteps, and so you can rebuild with 
meekness. 

The “land” to be conquered with meekness is the salvation of that brother of whom 
the Gospel of Matthew himself speaks: “If he listens to you, you have gained your 
brother” (Mt 18: 15). There is no land more beautiful than the heart of others, there 
is no land more beautiful to gain than the peace found with a brother. And that is 
the land to inherit with meekness! 

Source: press.vatican.va 
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