Parish Office Communication

June 25, 2021

Good Morning All,

Please find the Friday message reboot! Completed with more information and our daily
guote! Hope you enjoy - as Paul Harvey would say "The Rest of the Story"!

1. Today's Readings: Friday of the Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time | USCCB

2. The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus: One question that Catholics often get asked by
Protestants is, "Why do you call your priests 'Father?" Could you answer that if you are
asked? The attached article gives some explanation.

The attached link is approximately 7 + minutes with more explanation of scripture and
the word "Father". Call No One Father? - YouTube

3. Quote of the Day:

~ "The priesthood is the love of the heart of jesus. When you see a priest, think of our
Lord Jesus Christ." St. Jean Vianney

St. Joseph, Pray for Us!

Linda McCormick

St. Joseph Catholic Church & School
1200 Cornelia Road

Anderson, SC 29621

Phone: (864) 225-5341, ext. 102
Fax: (864) 225-6432
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https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/062521.cfm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdcoerQvkEc
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Why do Catholics call Priests “Father”?

Diego Cerwo | Shutterstock

Priests have always been viewed in the Catholic Church as spiritual fathers, based
on multiple passages in the Bible.

The topic of calling priests “father” can be a bit confusing. Jesus is recorded as
saying in the Gospel of Matthew, “Call no man your father on earth, for you have
one Father, who is in heaven” (Matthew 23:9}.

At face value, this would appear to contradict the Catholic custom of calling priests
“father.” Even more so, that one verse makes it sound like we shouldn’t call our
dad, “father,” and that the only person we can call “father” is God.

What are we to make of it?
In context, Jesus is addressing the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees. Fr.

William Saunders in an article for Cathofic Exchange summarizes what lesus was
trying to do.

Our lord castigates them for not providing a good example; for
creating onerous spiritual burdens for others with their various rules
and regulations; for being haughty in exercising their office; and for
promoting themsefves by looking for places of honor, seeking marks of
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respect and wearing ostentatious symbols. Basically, the scribes and
the Pharisees had forgotten that they were called to serve the Lord and
those entrusted to their care with humility and a generous spirit. Given
that context, Jesus says not to call anyone on earth by the title “Rabbi,”
“Father,” or “teacher,” in the sense of arrogating to oneself an
authority which rests with God and of forgetting the responsibility of
the title.

Catholic Answers adds to the clarification and explains how “[Jesus] was using
hyperbole (exaggeration to make a point) to show the scribes and Pharisees how
sinful and proud they were for not looking humbly to God as the source of all
authority and fatherhood and teaching, and instead setting themselves up as the
ultimate authorities, father figures, and teachers.”

This helps to make sense of why Jesus himself sometimes used the title father for
someone other than God, including “Father Abraham,” the father of the Prodigal
Son, and other earthly fathers (see Matthew 10:37). Jesus would be contradicting
himself if he intended a strict application of his words to the Pharisees. Context is
always the key in interpreting difficult passages.

With that in mind, why do Catholics call priests “father”?

Priests have always been viewed in the Catholic Church as spiritual fathers. St. Paul
made this clear when writing to the Corinthians, “I do not write this to make you
ashamed, but to admonish you as my beloved children. For though you have
countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. For | became your father
in Christ Jesus through the gospel” (1 Cor. 4:14-15).

Even the Pope since the very beginning has been known as “papa,” which is a Latin
term for “father” used by a child.

The term represents the spiritual fatherhood of all priests and how we are their
children in the faith. They pass on and cultivate the faith and counsel us as a father
counsels his son or daughter. This is one of the reasons why the Western Church
still favors celibacy in the priesthood, allowing priests the freedom to be spiritual
fathers to the flock God has entrusted to them.

Source: aleteia.org
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