
Parish Office Communication 

Page 1 of 5 
 

 
April 16, 2021 
 
 
 

Happy Friday, 
 

Just a reminder that even though Lent is over, the obligation to do penance on Fridays remains 
(except for the occasional solemnity). Outside of Lent, we are to choose a penance on Fridays in 
remembrance of Our Lord's passion and death. This can be giving up meat as in Lent or something 
else.  
 

1.  Today's Readings:  Friday of the Second Week of Easter | USCCB 
 

2.  The RE Corner with Jan Heithaus:  Our next daughter virtue, distributive justice, is what society 
owes the individual person, what each individual should receive as his fair share of the common 
good. Examples of distributive justice are awarding job promotions, selecting among applicants for 
school admission, drawing the line on who gets government aid, and picking the first string for a 
sports team. Some common methods of distribution are identifying the most competent, “first come, 
first served,” taking turns, auctioning, equal shares, and being random. Often distributive justice is the 
fair distribution of burdens, as in deciding military conscription. 
 

Distributive justice is practiced by those in positions of authority—those who have to decide “who gets 
what.” “Those in authority should practice distributive justice wisely, taking account of the needs and 
contribution of each, with a view to harmony and peace” (Catechism, 2236). 
 

Distributive justice requires those in authority to be of service to others. “Those who exercise authority 
should do so as a service” (Catechism, 2235). Political leaders who do not really serve are 
opportunists. Business leaders who do not really serve are plunderers. 
 

Distributive justice takes into account each individual’s need (based on a true understanding of 
human nature), while also considering each individual’s merit and society’s need. The just society is 
not one in which there are always equal results. For example, “Catholic social teaching does not 
maintain that flat, arithmetical equality of income and wealth is a demand of justice . . .” (Economic 
Justice for All, 74). 
 

3.  Quotes of the Day:   
 

~ "if you cannot find Christ in the beggar at the church door, you will not find him in the chalice."  St. 
John Chrysostom 
 

~ "To live charitably means not looking out for our own interests, but carrying the burdens of the 
weakest and poorest among us."  Pope Francis   
 

St. Joseph, Pray for Us! 
 

-- 
Linda McCormick 
St. Joseph Catholic Church & School 
1200 Cornelia Road 
Anderson, SC  29621 
 

Phone:  (864) 225-5341, ext. 102 
Fax:      (864) 225-6432 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/041621.cfm
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